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Payson Sheets is a Mesoamerican - intermediate area archaeologist from the
University of Colorado in Boulder. His core research focus is the effects of sudden
massive unanticipated stresses on ancient societies. Those stresses are in the form
of explosive volcanic eruptions. The societies range from state level societies of
Mesoamerica through ranked (chiefdom) societies to ‘simple’ egalitarian societies
in lower Central America.



