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Tina Thurston (PhD 1996 University of 
Wisconsin, Madison) is an archaeologist 
who works primarily in Sweden, 
Denmark and Northern Ireland. Using 
political ecology, structuration, and 
landscape paradigms in tandem with 
regional field approaches, she studies 
the interpenetration between the natural 

world and human livelihood, and how these factors operate at the interface 
between ordinary people and state authority, especially in terms of domination 
and resistance, interethnic tension, and violent conflict.  Building upon previous 
work within agricultural contexts, her current work concerns the social and 
political power of pastoral peoples and their experience during ‘encapsulation’ by 
expansionist states.  She is presently PI of two concurrent projects with long term 
perspectives spanning the Iron Age through the Early Modern eras: Pastoralists 
and the state: forest farmers of the ‘small lands’ on Sweden’s Småland Plateau, 
and Agropastoral production and sociopolitical change in County Armagh, 
Northern Ireland. Dr. Thurston is an Associate Professor at The University at 
Buffalo, State University of New York. 


