
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Norse Coastal Farms 

Field Report of a Survey in the Southwest 

ά±ŀǘƴŀƘǾŜǊŦƛ tŜƴƛnǎǳƭŀέ 

Summer 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Koch Madsen 

 

With aid and contributions by 

Jette Arneborg, Poul Baltzer Heide & Konrad Smiarowski 

 

The National Museum of Denmark, 

Department of Danish Middle Age and Renaissance, Copenhagen, Oct. 2009 

 



1 
 

Contents  

 

Introduction p.2 

Surveying 2009 ï Aims and Methods p.3 

òLog Book 2009ò p.5 

E63 p.10 

E67 p.10 

E92 p.11 

E93 p.16 

E94 p.23 

E95 p.30 

E95a p.35 

E95b p.40 

E118 p.43 

E172 p.45 

E178 p.49 

E179 p.55 

E181 p.58 

E188 p.63 

E190 p.64 

E237 p.68 

E274 p.69 

E275 p.69 

E314 p.70 

E322 p.71 

E322a p.75 

E324 p.76 

E325 p.78 

E326 p.80 

E327 p.82 

E328 p.83 

E329 p.85 

E330 p.88 

0109 p.91 

0209 p.92 

Results and Perspectives p.94 

Bibliography p.95 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explanations & Information: 
Earlier work: Sources about the individual ruin group used prior, during or after the field work. 

Ruin numbering: The source on which the ruin numbering was based (if none noted own numbering). 

Map/plan signatures: Dark grey = building interpreted as dwelling, grey = outhouse, light grey = Inuit 

feature, black = stone structure/stone wall/dike (in GoogleEarth imagery also natural stone/cliff), triangle = 

cairn, diamond = fox trap. 

GPS Coordinates: Are given in degrees, minutes, and seconds relating to WGS84 map datum. 

Descriptions: Stone/turf signifies a majority stone in the construction and turf/stone vice versa. Unless 

otherwise noted, all measurements describe outside dimensions. 

GUIDE (Greenland Unique Identification Number): Ruin numbering system used by P.B. Heide. 

Photos: Unless otherwise noted, all photos are by Konrad Smiarowski. 

Original Field Notes: Are stored at the National Museum of Denmark, Department for Danish Middle Age 

and renaissance. 

All Original Field Photos: Are found with the participants of the field season 2009. 



2 
 

Introduction  

Beginning in 2005 as a research project under the IPY, the Vatnahverfi Project initiated a series of 

years of renewed field work in the Vatnahverfi region, South Greenland (Arneborg et al. 2009, 

Møller&Madsen 2005, 2006, Møller et al. 2007). Continued under a new and broader research 

agenda ï Resources, Resiliency, and Cultural Identity in Norse Greenland ca.985 ï 1450 ï though 

still coordinated from the Danish National Museum by Jette Arneborg, the field work in 

Vatnahverfi has since kept expanding and branching out, yearly bringing into play new research 

aims and new research collaborators. 

The original aim of the Vatnahverfi Project was to provide a uniform documentation and survey of 

the farms and shielings of the area known to the Medieval Norse as Vatnahverfi (the settled area 

with many lakes and rivers), in order to facilitate modern analysis of the farms, their place in and 

use of the landscape, on a regional scale. This field work was, with minor supplementary surveys, 

finished in 2006. However, the brief time spent in the coastal area of the Vatnahverfi and the 

interdisciplinary discussions inspired of these experiences, has led to the idea that in order to 

understand the settlement system of the Norse, we need to embrace the entire system, not only the 

farms in the inner fjords, which have been the focus of archaeological attention since the earliest 

days of Norse research. The coastal region was, in fact and as will demonstrated in the following, 

fairly densely settled and with farms of considerable size. The location of these farms in areas with 

poorer grazing land, but better access to the bounties of the sea, might have been of high importance 

in a medieval community that increasingly depended on marine resources, e.g. seals, for their 

subsistence. In any case, the farms of the coastal zone has to long been overlooked in the discussion 

of the medieval Norse. Thus, one aim and first part of the 2009 field season, running roughly from 

the 24
th
 of June - 12

th
 of July (plus the 20

th
-22

nd
 of July), was to survey 20 (though 30 were actually 

visited) of the known ruins in the coastal region of the Vatnahverfi Peninsula, i.e. the area between 

the fjords Igalikup Kangerlua (Igaliku Fjord) and Agdluitsup Kangerlua (Lichtenau Fjord). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.1 Overview map (top) of Southern Greenland and close up (left) 

of the Vatnahverfi Peninsula.  Left: Red dots are ruin groups 

surveyed 2005-2007, blue dots the ruin groups surveyed 2009. 
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Surveying 2009 ɀ Aims and Methods 

 
Fig.2 Konrad Smiarowski (left) and Poul Baltzer Heide (right) 

onboard the zodiac. Photo: C.K. Madsen 2009. 

 
Fig.3 C.K.Madsen GPS surveying at ruin group E325 in the Akulleq 

Fjord. 

The surveying team of 2009 consisted of Poul Baltzer Heide (University of Aarhus), Konrad 

Smiarowski (City University of New York) and the author, Christian Koch Madsen (University of 

Copenhagen). Together we had several projected and mutual overlapping research aims of the 2009 

field season in South Greenland; 1) to survey with DGPS and document 20 of the known ruin 

groups in the coastal region of the Vatnahverfi peninsula (C.K. Madsen) (fig.4), 2) to survey each 

site for new ruins (here among 

cairns ï P.B.Heide: separate 

report), 3) to survey areas with 

no known ruin groups, 4) to core 

for midden preservation (K. 

Smiarowski ï separate report), 

5) to recover, where possible, 

datable material from ruins 

eroding away or otherwise 

providing natural sections. 

Research points 1, 2 and 5 were 

the main responsibility of the 

author and the methods and 

results are presented and 

discussed in this report. 

Accomplishing all of these goals in a short time depended upon working fast and efficiently. In the 

initial planning of the field season the following method was devised and, by large, maintained 

during the actual work: Relying on the National Museum 90hp zodiac for our transportation, we 

would decide upon a campsite situated with favorable geographical access to several ruin groups. 

Setting up a temporary base camp (normally for a few days only) here, we would then sail with just 

work equipment to the nearby ruin 

groups (thus saving time on the 

setting and striking of camp, plus 

adding to the speed of sailing and 

landing) before again moving to 

another favorable base camp (see 

fig.5). This proved a highly 

successful and efficient method of 

surveying. 

When at the individual ruin group, 

the tasks were distributed and 

generally executed as following; 

initially we would all start to 

search for the ruins known from 

the old register, but once a majority 

of ruins were identified according 
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Fig.4 Overview of the 20 known ruin groups to be surveyed during the 2009 field season. 

to their previously surveyed location and numbering, C.K. Madsen would immediately set up the 

GPS and start surveying. This was done with a Leica SR20 GPS, which with baseline post-

processing normally provides an accuracy of about 30cmôs in position and 60cmôs in height. During 

this GPS surveying P.B. Heide would search for the last ruins and K. Smiarowski would start 

coring. With all the known ruins found, P.B. Heide would then start a survey for cairns and other 

structures in the highlands surrounding the site, get overview shots, conduct his research and, when 

finished, return. If time permitted, he continued the search for new ruins. When satisfied with the 

results from coring, K. Smiarowski would start taking pictures of the individual ruins. C.K. Madsen 

then did a subsequent description of ruin group and individual the ruins in the notebook. 

Even though the field season was generally successful and we managed to visit and survey all the 

sites planned (fig.4), some remarks should be made upon the method and work. First of all, from the 

experience of the 2009 field season, one should, by the described method, normally hope to do 2 

medium sized (6-10 ruins) and fairly close lying ruin groups a day (8-10 hours)(not counting 

travelling and logistical issues, we had about 12 effective days in the field). However, this estimate 

holds valid only if the ruin groups are readily located (i.e. if they are accurately marked on the map, 

which is not always the case) and if the search for new ruins at each ruin group is restricted in time 

and to a limited area around the known ruins. As can be estimated from the given numbers and the 

ruins actually involved, we were constantly pressed for time and, in hindsight, generally did not 

have enough time to look methodically for new ruins at the individual ruin group. Also, we did not 

have time to survey any ñblank areas on the mapò. Finally the recovering of datable material was 

abandoned, not for a lack of promising sites, but because it could not be accomplished with the 

proper documentation (e.g. drawing of plans the ruins and the sections sampled). 
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Ȱ,ÏÇ "ÏÏË ςππωȱ  

The following is a brief account of the parts field season 2009, which involved surveying. A more 

detailed diary (in Danish) of the whole season can be found privately with the author. 

24-06-2009: Arrival in Narsaq and quartering at the local hostel. Dinner with the local museum 

director, Rie Oldenburg, and her husband. Weather: Quiet w. light cloud cover. 

25-06-2009: Visited the landnám farm, Ø17a, in Narsaq, afterwards Dyrnæs. Konrad and Christian 

gave two one hour lectures at Kulturhuset in the evening. Weather: Quiet w. rain from around noon 

and the rest of the day. 

26-06-2009: Transfer from Narsaq to Narsarsuaq by local boat (Tom-Erik). Arrival at Narsarsuaq 

and meeting with Poul 9.45. Transfer with equipment from Narsarsuaq to Igaliku 13.00. Here we 

met with Hans Kapel and Jeppe Møhl and learned that the zodiac had arrived 14 days late and with 

some defects. They were repairing the boat in Igaliku Kujalleq and left us with the small zodiac. 

Quatering at the hostel in Igaliku. Wheather: a light breeze w. some clouds and rain from around 

18.00. 

27-06-2009: Packed the equipment brought to Igaliku and moved all surplus (VECO) equipment to 

the stable in Igaliku Kujalleq. Went through the equipment for the excavation and brought it out of 

the stable. Konrad and Christian biked in to visit Siiku and Arnaq, (sheep farmers at E69) and to 

check up on the deal with the rented summerhouse at E172. Large zodiac was not fixed. Sailed back 

to Igaliku and quartered at the hostel. Weather: Mild with light clouds and a breeze. 

28-06-2009: Packed all the equipment need for the survey and sailed to Igaliku Kujalleq to check 

on the boat, which had been fixed (but needed new spark plugs) and around 15.00 we sailed back to 

Igaliku to get oil. From there, sailed on to Qaqortoq to get fuel and dinner. Camped at Kangilleq v. 

Akunaat (Munkebugten). Approx. from Hvalsee and outwards there was a considerable and 

increasing amount of drift ice, especially on the southern side of the fjord. Weather: Clear and 

sunny with a mild to brisk fjord wind. 

29-06-2009: Sailed from Kangilleq to Qaqortoq to take in the final supplies and necessities (but 

could not get the right spark plugs, so we decided to go on with old ones). Left Igaliku around 16.00 

steering for the southern fjords through the gap at Upernaviarsuaraq. In spite of lots of drift ice we 

edged our way through, landed and camped at Itilleq on Kangeq around 19.00. Weather: Light 

cloud cover w. a light fjordwind. Heavy fog on the outer coast (for what reason we sailed inside the 

skerries). 

30-06-2009: Sailed to E181 where we found and surveyed 12 of the 13 known ruins of the site, plus 

4 formerly unregistered Thule-ruins and one grave. Weather: Until noon heavy clouds, hereafter w. 

rain and from around 16.00 thick fog (which caused us to stay at the camp at Itelleq for the rest of 

the day). 
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Fig.6 Sailing through the fog to the camp site near Itilleq on 

Kangeq on the evening of the 29th of June. Photo: P.B. Heide 

2009. 

01-07-2009: Left the Itilleq camp and sailed south for Alluitsup Paa (Sydprøven). Still much drift 

ice, in the narrow sounds often packed, and thick fog banks causing us to go slowly and along the 

shore. Went inside the skerries at Upernivik, through Qaarsuup Ikerasaa and on to Alluitsup Paa, 

where we bough gas. Sailed back north to the opening of the Torsukattak Fjord (south of Sannerut), 

where we set up camp and then walked to E95b at Pamialluup Illukua, which we then surveyed in a 

couple of hours. We were back in camp around 21.00. Weather: Thick fog banks and a cold 

moderate breeze from the sea. 

02-07-2009: Woke up to a beautiful, 

promising day, but we had 

miscalculated the tide and depth of the 

small cove where we had anchored and 

found the zodiac lying on dry land! 

Only around noon was it possible to 

move the zodiac and we then sailed for 

E178 at the head of the Torsukattak 

Fjord. Surveyed the ruin group and 

sailed back for the camp, arriving there 

around 20.30. Weather: Beautiful 

sunshine w. a light to moderate breeze. 

In the evening there was no wind. 

03-07-2009: Sailed for E327, where we 

spend an hour finding the ruin (but did 

then reconnoiter the surrounding area), 

which was wrongly placed on the map. Sailed from there to Qaarsuatsiaq (E190), which we 

surveyed in around 5½ hours. Sailed to E328, which we also had a bit trouble finding, but 

eventually did and surveyed it. Were back in camp around 21.00. Weather: Light clouds w. a rigidly 

cold wind blowing from the sea all day. 

04-07-2009: Sailed to E178 to pick up a spade we forgot there and then on to E179, where we 

surveyed the ruins and reconnoitered the area. Sailed on to E326 and found and surveyed the two 

ruins found here by Ove Bak. Went over the terrain rather quickly and cleaned a section in the ruin 

being eroded away by the fjord. Sailed back to E328 where we forgot a map container and returned 

to camp around 18.00. Weather: light clouds and a moderate, cool breeze. 

05-07-2009: Took down the camp and sailed to E330 on the other side of the fjord, which was 

surveyed and searched for new ruins in around 2 ½ hours. Sailed from there to the fjord Akulleq, 

where we set up the next base camp at ruin group E95 (of which there is no information other than 

that of F.Petersen in 1898) and immediately started the surveys. Coring in the midden produced 

some bones and a 2x1m trench was opened to check the preservation. Weather: Sunny w. a 

moderate fjord wind and some fog. 

06-07-2009: Sailed for Alluitsup Paa to buy gas and food. Had a shower at the settlement 

bathhouse. Sailed on to E325, which we had some trouble finding, because all we had was an 

inaccurate sketch. Surveyed the ruin and went back to E95, where finished surveying and trenching 

around 20.00. Weather: Beautiful sunshine w. a moderate to strong fjord wind. 
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07-07-2009: Sailed for E95a at the head of the Akulleq Fjord, another site without any written 

registry since Arctander. Surveyed the ruin group in around 5 hours, harassed terribly by flies and 

mosquitoes. Sailed on to E324 which we had to search for, not because of bad mapping, but because 

we could not believe its location in the landscape! Surveyed the ruin group in around an hour and 

sailed back to camp, where we arrived around 17.30. Wheather: Most of the day cloudy and humid, 

with heavy rain from around 15.00. 

08-07-2009: Left camp at E95 and sailed for Alluitsup Paa, where refueled and took in provisions. 

Then moved on to E93 in Alluitsup Kangerlua, where we set up camp and then started surveying 

the ruin. Kept surveying until around 17.00, where we were interrupted by very heavy rains and 

around 18.00 we instead left for Uunartoq in the Uunartoq Fjord to bathe. Was back in camp around 

21.30. Weather: No entry. 

09-07-2009: Finished surveying E93 and then sailed for E314 around 14.00. Again we had to 

search a while to find the ruin, which we then surveyed. Were back in camp around 20.00. 

10-07-2009: Sailed for E92 and surveyed the ruin group and the surrounding area in around 4½ 

hours, fiercely harassed by mosquitoes and flies. Sailed for Ammassivik (Sletten) to buy gas. From 

there sailed on to the sheep farmer at Eqalugaarsuit, where a ruin is marked on the map. However, 

the farmer knew nothing of this ruin and neither could we find it where it was placed on the hiking 

map. It might have been wrongly marked or removed by field work? Sailed back to camp and 

decided to move out right away because of good sailing weather and threatening drift ice in the 

cove. Sailed around Alluitsup Paa and anchored in Zacharias Harbor. Weather: Nice day with few 

clouds and moderate fjord wind. 

11-07-2009: Sailed for E94 at the head of the Serfartusoq Fjord and spend around 5 hours surveying 

this ruin group and the surrounding landscape. Sailed back to Zacharias Havn and surveyed ruin 

group E322 on the other side of the inlet and finally E322a just next to the camp. We worked 

around 2½ hours on these two ruin groups. Weather: To begin with sunshine with a moderate fjord 

wind, but from around 14.00 light rains. 

12-07-2009: Sailed from Zacharias Havn for the Igaliku Fjord, meaning to sail west of the skerries 

on the outer coast. However, thick fog prevented this and we instead sailed through the strait of 

Ikerasaarsuk north of Kangeq. Arrived in Qaqortoq around 12.00, where we had lunch, took in 

provisions and then sailed into the fjord to E172 (Tatsip Ataa). Weather: Beautiful sunshine and a 

moderate fjord wind. 

13-07-2009 ï 15-07-2009: Excavation at E172. 

16-07-2009: Sailed from E172 around 13.00 to Eqaluit (E78) to survey a ruin which we missed in 

2006 and to pick up Poul, who had surveyed a route in between these two sites. Was caught here by 

a storm and forced to stay the night at the local sheep farmers, Lasse Bjerre. Weather: At first sunny 

with some hints of stormy weather, the calm and, finally the Sydost (gale). 

17-07-2009: Secured Lasses boat and the zodiac at the mouth of the Eqaluit river and then hiked 

over the mountains back to E172. Weather: Dry and stormy. 
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18-07-2009: Got up at 05.00 and hiked back to get the zodiac, which we then sailed back to E172. 

Weather: Cloudless with a strong fjord wind. 

19-07-2009: Excavation at E172. 

20-07-2009: Poul and the author sailed for Qaqortoq around 11.00 with Hans Kapel, Niels-

Christian Clemmensen and one defect water pump. Having dropped off the two others, Poul and the 

author spend a few hours taking care of different business (including the water pump) and then 

sailed for the inlet just south of E118 on Kangeq, where we set up camp. 

21-07-2009: Sailed for Eqalugaarsuit on Kangeq, where we surveyed ruin group E329 in around 4½ 

hours. On the way back we stopped by inlet with ruin group E181 to search again for the one ruin 

we had not been able to find, but without success. Then sailed on to E118, which we searched for 

for around 3 hours without success (though finding some Inuit ruins). Sailed back to camp where 

we arrived around 17.30 and then spend another hour searching for ruin group E118. Weather: 

Beautiful sunshine w. a moderate fjord wind. 

22-07-2009: Took down the camp and sailed for Akia, where we had decided to visit, but not 

survey three registered ruin groups, of which we could only with certainty find one Norse, E188 (of 

which the is no registry, but it had been excavated not too long ago). Sailed back to Qaqortoq to get 

the water pump from the repair shop and then on to E172. Weather: Beautiful sunshine w. a 

moderate fjord wind. 

23-07-2009 ï 24-07-2009: Excavation at E172 (surveyed then newly found structures on the 24
th
.). 

25-07-2009: Sailed for Igaliku Kujalleq w. Seth Brewington and from there hiked in to 

Qorlortukasiip (E67), where we surveyed two ruins pointed out to us by the sheep farmer in 2008 

and cored the midden south of the main dwelling. From there we hiked on to the newly found ruin 

group 0109 on the north shore of the lake Taseq Ammalortoq, a site also pointed out by the sheep 

farmer, where we spend about an hour surveying the small foreland where the ruin group was 

located. Hiked back to Igaliku Kujalleq and then sailed back to E172, where we arrived around 

19.00. Weather: Cloudy w. occasional light rain and a moderate fjord wind. 

26-07-2009: The author alone sailed to Qanisartuut and from there hiked in to E167. Reconnoitered 

the small foreland sticking out into the lake Saqqaara Tasia SE of ruin group E71a, but found 

nothing. Arrived at E167 surveyed the enclosure (see below) and then walked back to E71, where 

the midden of the south farm was cored for preservation without any luck. Hiked back to 

Qanisartuut, reconnoitering on the way the little valley NE of E71a, but found nothing but a nice 

cairn (which must be recent). Sailed back to E172, arriving around 19.00. Weather: Until around 

13.00 beautiful sunshine, but from then on some clouds and a strong fjord wind. 

27-07-2009 ï 04-08-2009: Excavation at E172. 

05-08-2009: After a visit in Igaliku, sailed the excavation team to E64 to do some fishing. In the 

meantime, the author surveyed the coast line W of E63, looking for ruins mentioned by D. Bruun, 

but finding none. Weather: Beautiful sunshine w. a light fjord wind. 

06-08-2009 ï 19-08-2009: Excavation at E172. 
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E67 ɀ Qorlortukasiip 60V2-0IV-542 

E63 ɀ Iterlleq  60V2-0IV-615 

 
Fig.7 E67 Ruin 2 and 3 

 
Fig.8 R2 seen towards the NW. Photo: C.K. Madsen 

2009. 

GPS: N60°55'23,33"/ W045°17'29,14" . Earlier work: Bruun 1895, Møller&Madsen 2005. 

Site Description: Surveyed in 2005, D. Bruun had some ruins (his number 1&2) that we could not 

find. So when presented with a chance to look for these, about an hour was spent look for ruin nr.2 

along the coast west of the ruin group, but without success. Seeing the erosion of the coastline, it is 

most probable that both ruins 1 and 2 have been removed by erosion. 

 

 

GPS: N60°51'44,57"/ W045°14'58,00". Ealier work: Holm 1880, Møller&Madsen 2005. 

Site Description: Surveyed in 2005. However, 

during a visit at the present sheep farmer at 

Qorlortukasiip, Andela, in 2008, he directed our 

attention to two unknown ruins, which were then 

subsequently surveyed in 2009. 

Numbering after Møller&Madsen 2005. 

R2: Just around 160m WNW of the main dwelling 

(R1), one finds a couple of odd ruins. Placed on a 

low, naked cliff knoll, R2 seems nothing more than 

an indistinct heap of stones measuring approx 

220x160cm (fig.7, 8). However, upon closer 

examination at least the foundation of the structure 

seem to be fairly well built. Based on the structures 

visibility and location it might be a partially 

collapsed cairn? The lichens on the structures 

suggest a considerable age? 

R3: Just east of R2 and the knoll, one can see 

two indistinct lines made of rounded stones. 

The lines lie about 6 meters apart, both in one 

end angling c. 90º towards the other (fig.7). If 

this is indeed a Norse ruin, these lines could be 

the remains of a 20-30cm wide foundation for a 

(turf?) building with outside dimensions of 

c.6,5x2,5m. Judging from the appearance of the 

stones in R1, these might have been removed 

from R2? 
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E92 ɀ Nipisat 60V2-0IV-553 

 
Fig.9 Seaside view of the bay with E92 seen towards the NNW. The plateau 

with the ruins is just behind and to the left of the large iceberg. Photo: P.B. 

Heide 2009. 

 
Fig.10 Ruin 9, 10 & 11 and the plateau with most of the ruins seen 
towards the SW. Note the dominating vegetation of low shrub on 
both sides of the river. Photo: C.K. Madsen 2009. 

GPS: N 60°37'27.22"/ W 45°27'5.99". Ealier work: Bruun 1895. 

Site Description: Sailing 

in towards the Norse 

farm of Nipisat (which 

means lumpfish in Inuit, 

which they used to catch 

in the bay, Bruun 

1895;418), the sur-

rounding landscape does 

not, upon first sight, look 

very inviting (fig.9); The 

majority of the farmsô 

buildings are located on 

a flat gravel plateau to 

the east of the large river 

draining out into the 

fjord from a valley that 

stretches some 5,5km 

north of the site. To the east and northeast the mountain of Tinupaarneq rises very steeply to above 

800m and to the west, the mountain of Nipisat Qaqqaat even more so to a height of 921m. The bay 

in front has very shallow waters and during low tide the silt beach stretches out for several hundred 

meters. Standing on the beach, one encounters a steep, gravelly slope, where the plateau has and is 

eroding into the fjord. The plateaus on both sides of the river did, upon our visit, appear rather dry 

and vegetated almost exclusively 

by low shrub and very little grass 

(found only in the wetter areas 

just around the ruins, chiefly ruin 

03)(fig.10). From the site itself, 

no larger, fertile grazing areas 

could indeed be seen (but may 

perhaps be found further up in 

the valley?). On the flattest part 

of the plateau (that towards the 

erosion wall), the surface display 

marks of wind erosion, testifying 

that strong winds must quite 

often come down from the valley. 

With its 15 individual ruins (of 

which 6 were added in 2009) 

(fig.11) and a reasonable 

dwelling (see below), the farm of 
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Fig.11 Plan of E92, Nipisat. TƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ άōƭŀŎƪ ǘŜŜǘƘέ ōȅ wлт ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ erosion line of the 

plateau. 

 
Fig.12 Ruin 01 seen towards the SE. Photo: C.K. 

Madsen 2009. 

Nipisat appears to be a small to medium sized farm. Also the sparse vegetation of the surrounding 

landscape does suggest that this could never have been a large farm (unless, of course, the 

vegetation has changed significantly since Norse times). As we spent only 5 hours surveying the 

site and only on the eastern side of the river it is possible, however, that some ruins can hide on the 

western side. The natural section in the eroded ruin 07 (see below) was cleaned and revealed a thin 

black (charcoal) layer at level with the lowest stones of the structure, which could possibly be used 

to date the building (though we did not have time to retrieve samples in any proper manner). A 

20min stretch up the valley was also surveyed, among other things looking for an enclosure (here 

R15) mentioned by F. Petersen, but without finding it. 

Numbering after Bruun 1895.  

R01: Stone/turf wall, 1m wide and 10-15cm 

high (i.e. barely visible on the surface), for a 

rectangular building approx. 8,6x4m (fig.12). 

This foundation encloses a depression, where a 

partition in two rooms may be glimpsed. 

Overgrown with juniper, willow and grass. The 

ruin is most likely some form of outhouse. 

R02: The very indistinct remains of a building 

c.4,8x3,1, only partially preserved (part of the 

south wall cannot be distinguished). The walls 

are constituted by single rows of larger rounded 

stones at best raised some 20cm above ground 

level. Foundation for a turf building? The ruin 

is vegetated by willow and crowberry. 
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Fig.13 Ruin 03 seen towards the E. Note the lush grass on the slope, which 
must be where F. Petersen found midden deposits. Photo: C.K. Madsen 
2009. 

 
Fig.14 The flat part of the plateau with ruin 05 (where the person is 

standing), 07 and 08. Photo: C.K. Madsen 2009. 

R03: Rectangular structure, c. 57x23m, which takes the form of a considerable elongated mound 

running along a low ridge, vegetated by grass and with many protruding stones and depressions 

(fig.13). The precise outline of the structure is very hard to discern because of its collapse and, for 

instance, in the SE end of the ruin, it appears only as an uneven grassy area. Several wall lines and 

probable rooms are visible on the surface of the mound. However, it is worth noting that F. Petersen 

in 1894 did several test pits and it is impossible distinguishing these from possible rooms. F. 

Petersen did establish the presence of collapse and possible midden west of the structure. Ruin 03 is 

probably a grouped (though no gap can be seen, neither could it in 1894, nor any stalling stones) 

turf/stone build dwelling 

and byre/stable. It seems 

too large to be solely a 

byre. The ruin is vegetated 

by grass 

R04: Very collapsed and 

overgrown (by crowberry, 

willow and birch) 

rectangular ruin, 4,3x3,1m, 

which appears as little 

more than a heap of 

angular stones raising 

slight above ground  level. 

On the western side traces 

of a stone/turf build wall, 

c100cm wide and 5-15 

high, can be glimpsed. 

Stone/turf built economy 

building. 

R05: Larger, c.12,30x11,50m, but 

very indistinct turf/stone build 

structure, possibly a dwelling, but 

more probable a stable complex of 

some sort. A few traces of 

rooms/wall lines seem to be 

visible on the surface, but 

otherwise the ruin appears as 

nothing more than a slight 

elevation on the plateau with 

many protruding stones. F. 

Petersen excavated ña littleò in the 

ruin (perhaps the c.3x3m ñroomò 

seen to the south), but found 

nothing. 

R06: This ruin described by D. 
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Fig.15 The eroded southern gable of ruin 07. Photo: C.K. Madsen 

2009. 

 
Fig.16 Ruin 08 seen towards the SSW. Photo: C.K. Madsen 2009. 

Bruun could not be located in 2009 and must have fallen into the fjord. 

R07: The remains of a rectangular 

building, partially eroded away and 

today measuring c.6,6x4,5m. The 

walls are c.80cm wide and build 

mainly in rounded stones with only 

a little turf preserved. A partition 

wall can be seen approx. in the 

center of the building that is 

undoubtedly some kind of outhouse. 

The southern gable has eroded away 

(fig.15) and by cleaning of this 

natural section, we found a thin 

black layer at level with the 

foundation, from where datable 

material could, but was not, be 

retrieved. Though the ruin is 

eroding away, it is worth noting that 

it apparently looks very much the same as in 1894 and the erosion, thus, is very limited. The ruin is 

today vegetated by willow and crowberry. 

R08: A very collapsed turf/stone build ruin measuring c.5,2x4,7m (fig.16). The walls are c.100-

120cm wide, mainly turf build, but with a few protruding rounded stones, which enclose a slight 

depression in the ground surface. On the western side of the building is a small extension, a room, 

enclosure, or hay-yard measuring c.2,2x1m (inside dimensions) is found. The building is some kind 

of outhouse, probably a sheep/goat stable w. a hay-yard or enclosure. The ruin is vegetated by grass 

and mosses. 

R09: Small, almost square 

stone/turf build structure, c.3x3m, 

found some way up the slope and 

right next to ruin 10 and 11 

(fig.10&17). The walls are c.60cm 

wide and preserved in 2-3 courses 

(up to c.60cm). Especially the 

southern and eastern walls (the latter 

is partly made up by a large stone 

slap) are nicely preserved. Very 

little collapse is seen lying around 

this structure of unknown function, 

and the rest of it must have been 

erected in some other material. 

Vegetated by birch and crowberry. 



15 
 

 
Fig.17 Detailed plan of R09-11. 

 
Fig.18 Detail of the best preserved wall in ruin 10. Photo: 
C.K. Madsen 2009. 

 
Fig.19. Ruin 12 seen towards the S. Photo: C.K. Madsen 

2009. 

R10: Close to ruin 09, one finds a very well 

preserved building, c.8,1x5,5m, built in dry 

stone masonry (fig.10,17-18). Especially the 

eastern 2/3 of the ruin, probably an 

enclosure, is beautifully preserved, with 

well built walls c.100cmôs wide and 

preserved in up to 10 courses (c.180cm), 

while the western 1/3 is a pile of collapsed 

stones (blurring any sign of an entrance). 

Half of the northern wall is constituted by a 

large boulder. A small enclosure, 

c.2,2x1,9m, has been added on the southern 

wall. Inside the ruin grows willow shrub and 

crowberry. 

R11: Possible ruin/feature appearing as an 

approx oval, low, 60cm wide, bank 

surrounding a shallow depression (fig.17). 

Overgrown with crowberry and willow. 

R12: Possible, but very badly preserved, 

foundation for a rectangular building of 

about 10,7x5,4m (fig.19). The ruin 

appears as indistinct wall lines of mostly 

angular stones laying about with no 

apparent order. If these are foundations, 

they must have been some 80-100cm 

wide and are not standing to a height of 

c.10-20cm. Particularly the eastern gable 

and the southern wall look convincing. 

Outhouse? Inside the ruin grows grass 

and birch. 

 

 

R13: Approx. rounded structure, diameter of 

c.7,10m, comprised of large, rounded 

boulders, between the can be an empty gap 

of as much as a meter (fig.20). Only one of 

the stones appear to be natural and this circle 

of boulders may thus be the foundation for a 

turf build enclosure. Inside the structure 

grows crowberry and grass. 
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Fig.20 Ruin 13 seen towards the SSW. Photo: C.K. Madsen 2009. 

E93 ɀ Kangarluluk 60V2-0IV554 

 
Fig.21 Seaside view of the cove of Kangardluluk. The mountain in the center is Kangerluluup 

Qaqqaa. Photo: P.B. Heide 2009. 

R14: Somewhat indistinct, 

rectangular structure, ca.5x3,8m, 

with walls constituted partly of 

larger stones slaps placed upright. 

Probable outhouse. The ruin is 

completely overgrown by birch and 

willow.  

R15: This ruin was actually found 

(but not numbered) by F. Petersen 

in 1894 and described as being an 

enclosure lying ña 20 minute walk 

into the interior and a 100 paces 

east of the riverò. In his sketch of 

the site it is drawn as a roughly 

rectangular stone build (w. rounded 

edges) enclosure, part of which is made up by a large boulder. This ruin, which is now numbered 

R15, was sought after in 2009, but, unfortunately, not found. It does, however, point towards a use 

of the valley north of the ruin group as grazing land and this area should be revisited and surveyed 

in the future. 

 

GPS: N 60°34'47.44"/ W 45°30'51.86". Earlier work: Bruun 1895. 

Arriving at the Norse farm of Kangarluluk (the ñsmall bayò in Inuit) from the sea side (fig.21), one 

does not find the buildings as they would normally be located at a ruin group lying down to the 

fjord: instead they are found a small kilometer into the valley and clustered on the lower part of the 

slopes of the mountain of Kangerluluup Qaqqaa (890), which rises abruptly northeast of the farm. 

This alternative location is probably best explained, as it was already by D. Bruun (1894;420), by 

the fact that the areas closest to the fjord are very dry and stony, whereas the valley floor a bit 
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Fig.22  180° view of the fertile floodplain in front of E93 seen towards the SW. To the left is the cove, while the 

concentration of stones on the low ridge to the front right is ruin 05. Photo: C.K. Madsen 2009. 

 
Fig.23 Plan of ruin group E93. The waterways indicated on the plan are only lesser streams. 

further inland, stretching some 3km NW-SE and 1,6km NE-SW, presents a massive plain of wet 

and fertile grassland just in front of the farm (fig.22), the buildings themselves being placed on 

slightly raised and well drained ridges divided by small streams (fig.23). Through the broad pass 

between the mountains of Qaqqarsuaq and Qaqqaesuaraarsuk to the SW, there is easy access to the 

Akulleq fjord and the farm of E95 and to the north there is easy access to the valley of lake 

Kangerluluup Tasia. Also south along the coast there is easy passage on foot. The shore of the bay 

presents an easy landing with a beach protected by a gravel bank. 

With its favorable position in the landscape, both in regards to communication, transport and 

production, the farm of Kangardluluk must have been one of the more, if not the most, important 

farm in the general area. This interpretation is echoed by the large dwelling and byre and the great 

number of structures (22), of which 6 were found in 2009. Still, and as is apparent from the plan of 

the site (fig.23), these were found very near to the known ruins and in about only 6 hours of survey. 

Thus many others ruins could lie around the edges of the valley. A smaller site with 3 ruins, E323, 

is recorded on the southern side of the valley (Berglund 1980), but was not visited. 

Numbering after Bruun 1895. 


