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Explanations & Information:

Earlierwork: Sources about the individual ruin group used prior, during or after the field work.

Ruin numbering:The source on which the ruin numbering was based (if none noted own numbering).
Map/plan signatures:Dark grey = building interpreted as dwelling, greyuthouse, light grey = Inuit
feature, black = stone structure/stone wall/dike (in GoogleEarth imagery also natural stone/cliff), triang|
cairn, diamond = fox trap.

GPS Coordinategire given in degrees, minutes, and seconds relating to WGS84 map datum.
Descriptions:Stone/turf signifies a majority stone in the construction and turf/stone vice versa. Unless
otherwise noted, all measurements describe outside dimensions.

GUIDE (&enlandUnique IdentificationNumber): Ruin numbering system used by P.B. Heide
Photos:Unless otherwise noted, all photos are by Konrad Smiarowski.

Original Feld Notes: Are stored at the National Museum of Denmark, Department for Danish Middle Age
and renaissance

All Criginal FHeld Photos: Are found with the participants of the field season 2009.




Introduction

Begnning in 2005 as aesearctproject under the IPYthe Vatnahverfi Project initiatea sries of
years of renewed field work in the Vatnahverfi regi®outh GreenlandAfneborget al. 2009,
Mgller&Madsen 2005, 2006, Mgllezt al 2007). Continued under a new armoaderresearch
agenda Resources, Resiliency, and Cultural Identity in Norse Greenland c&.285071 though

still coordinated from the Danish National Museum by Jette Arneborg, the field work in
Vatnahverfi hassince kept expanding and branching out, yearly bringing into play new research
aims and newasearch collaborators.

The original aim of the Vatnahverfi Project was to provide a uniform documentaticsuarel of

the farms and shielings of the area known to the Medieval Norse as Vatnathede(tled area

with many lakes and riveysin order to facilitate modern analysis of the farms, their place in and
use of the landscape, on a regional scale. figlid work was, with minoisupplementargurveys,
finished in 2006.However, the brief time spent in the coastal area of the Vatnahverfi and the
interdisciplinary discussions inspired of these experiences, has led to the idea that in order to
understand # settlement system of the Norse, we need to embrace the entire system, not only the
farmsin the inner fjordswhich have been the focus of archaeological attention since the earliest
daysof NorseresearchThe coastal regiowas,in fact and as will deonstrated in the following,

fairly densely settledndwith farms of considerable size. The location of these farms in areas with
poorer grazing land, but better access to the bounties of the sea, might havehigemyfortance

in a medieval communityhat increasingly depended on marine resources, e.g. seals, for their
subsistence. In any case, the farms of the coastal zone has to long been overlooked in the discussior
of the medieval Norsél'hus, one aim anfirst part of the2009 field seasqmunning roughly from

the24™ of June- 12" of July (plus the 28-22" of July), was to survey 2@though 30 were actually
visited) of the known ruins in the coastal region of the Vatnahverfi Peninsula, i.e. the area between
thefjords Igalikup Kangerluglgaliku Fjord)andAgdluitsupKangerua (Lichtenau Fjord)
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Fig.1 Overview maftop) of Southern Greenlandnd close up (left)
of the Vatnahverfi Peninsula. Left: Red dots are ruin groups
surveyed 2002007, blue dots the ruin groups surveyed 2009.




Surveying 2009z Al

The surveying team of 2009 consisted of Poul Baltzer Heide (University of Aarhus), Konrad
Smiarowski(City University of New York)and the author, Christian Koch Madsen (University of
Copenhagen). Together we had several projected and mutual overlagaagheaims of the 2009
field season in South Greenlant), to survey with 5PSand document 20 of the known ruin
groups in the coastal region of the Vatnahverfi peninsula (C.K. Madsem),(yto survey each
site for new ruins (here among
cairns i P.B.Heide: separate
report), 3) to survey areas with
no known ruin groups}) to core
for midden preservation (K.
Smiarowskii separate report),
5) to recover, where possible,
datable material from ms
eroding away or otherwise
providing  natural sections.
Research points 1, 2 and 5 were
the main responsibility of the
author and themethods and
results are presermte and

Fig.2 Konrad Smiarowski (left) and Poul Baltzer Heide (right) discussed in this report

onboard thezodiac.Photo: C.K. Madsen 2009.
Accomplishing all of these goals in a short time depended upon working fast and effidrettiky.

initial planning of the field season the following metheds devised and, by large, maintained
during the actual work: Relying on tidational Museum 90hp zodiac for our transportation, we
would decide upon a campsite situated with favorable geographical access to several ruin groups.
Setting up a temporary base camp (normally for a few days only) here, we would then gastwith
work equipment to the nearby ruin

groups (thus saving time on the

setting and striking of camp, plus

adding to the speed of sailing and

landing) before again moving to

another favorable base canigee

fig.5). This proved a highly

successful and efficient metthaf

surveying.

When at the individual ruin group,
the tasks were distributed and
generally executed as following;
initially we would all start to

search for the ruins known from

the old register, but once a majorityFig.3 C.K.MadseBPSsurveying at ruin groug325in the Akulleq
of ruins were identified according Fjord.



