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A short-lived system of Viking Age turf walls in NE Iceland offers a rare glimpse of past land parcellation. The configuration of the walls contains information about the ecomomy of the farming system, but a theory is needed to relate fence geometry to landscape and settlement. Part of this theory already exists within the field of behavioural ecology, where it seeks to understand the geometry and size of animal territories as a balance of cost and benefit. Fenced property boundaries in a settlement of dispersed farmsteads probably follow the same principles. Fences made for internal management of livestock are shaped by similar factors. Habitat richness, intrusion pressure, landscape linearity and slope are key factors. 

