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Abstract

The breakdown of the traditional rigid distinction between ‘hunter-gatherers’ and ‘farmers’ has lead to increased interest into the different types of human-plant relationships that existed in hunter-gatherer and early farming societies during the Mesolithic-Neolithic transition.  It has been claimed that Mesolithic hunter-gatherers may have actively managed 'wild' plants in a manner analogous to domestic crops and that not all Neolithic farmers carried out large-scale cultivation.  The 'transition' may therefore have been a continuum and its nature remains a matter of considerable contention.  Scotland is a key region for assessing the nature of Mesolithic and Neolithic plant exploitation, as it presented an extremely diverse and challenging environment for human settlement, and provides an important opportunity to study the nature of Mesolithic and Neolithic subsistence strategies at the limits of European hunter-gatherer and farmer expansion.  Despite the importance of Scotland in understanding the nature of hunter-gatherer and farmer plant use, the Scottish archaeobotanical dataset has been largely ignored in discussions about the nature of human-plant interaction during the Mesolithic and Neolithic.  This paper will discuss some of the current palaeobotanical evidence for continuity and change in plant subsistence during the Mesolithic and Neolithic in Scotland and will consider the future potential of the Scottish Mesolithic and Neolithic archaeobotanical resource for assessing changing subsistence strategies in the region.
