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Children are particularly vulnerable to stresses in their environments, and as such, their health is of interest to bioarchaeologists aiming to assess the impact of major social shifts on the well-being of past peoples.  This presentation will introduce ongoing efforts to reconstruct the health of children who lived in Bergen, Norway, during its early and rapid transition to an urbanized political and religious centre in the 12th and 13th centuries.  Teeth from a sample of 26 well-preserved individuals with secure archaeological contexts (1170-1198AD), excavated from St. Mary’s Church in the 1950s/60s, are being used to assess childhood growth arrest, reconstruct nutritional variation, and document individuals’ origins.  More specifically, differences in health responses between locals and new immigrants to Bergen will be discussed.

