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Recent fieldwork on the estate of Svalbarð, NE Iceland identified a previously unknown farm site at Hjálmarvík, on the shores of Þistilfjörður. In 2009 and 2010, intensive soil core prospection and a series of exploratory sondages revealed the presence of multiple phases of turf buildings associated with a large stratified midden, dating between the Viking period and the early modern period. A large-scale excavation was undertaken in the midden in 2012. This poster presents preliminary analysis of zooarchaeological analyses of very rich bone assemblages recovered from the midden. 

Hjálmarvík appears to have been a mid-sized farm supporting a substantial and constant occupation until about AD 1300, whereupon it was appended to the Svalbarð estate and converted into a herding station. Initial faunal analyses suggest that while the farm’s economy saw a progressive augmentation of sheep herding over time, marine resources (sea mammals, fish, birds and molluscs) were always of central economic importance since landám. The rare availability of substantial and contemporaneous faunal assemblages from Hjálmarvík and the Svalbarð central farm allow a direct comparative evaluation of economic practices and settlement history at high and middle-rank farms within the same estate. The rich economic base of Hjálmarvík, its economic parallels with Svalbarð and the ongoing occupation of poorer farms in the coastal region argue that the cause of the site’s enclosure is not one of simple failure. Hjálmarvík may have been squeezed in a conjuncture of ecological, economic and socio-political constraints which rendered it too small to persist on its own and too profitable to abandon outright. 

