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Biography

I am a founding member and present chair of the Nordic Network for Interdisciplinary Environmental Studies (NIES, http://www.kth.se/abe/nies). I was born and raised in the USA, partly in Upstate New York and partly in Bucks County, PA. I took degrees from Ithaca College (BA, English), the American University (MFA, Creative Writing) and SUNY Albany (PhD, English) and attended the University of Southern California for one year of grad studies in screenwriting. After receiving the MFA I traveled to Sweden for a year on a Fulbright Fellowship at Uppsala University. I liked Sweden well enough that I decided to come back and make my life there. I have held appointments at Uppsala University, Stockholm University, Linnaeus University and KTH Royal Institute of Technology. In 2012 I became a research affiliate of the Human Ecodynamics Research Center at the CUNY Graduate Center in New York and in 2013 I became Chair Professor of English Literature at Mid Sweden University. I have published my work in journals such as Georgia Review, Southern Review, Grand Street, Witness, Columbia and Agni. I also co-edit the series Studies In Environmental Humanities (Rodopi). Recent criticism has focused on environmental consciousness in literatures ranging from contemporary American fiction and poetry to medieval Icelandic sagas. I have also been active in film and video projects (e.g. Bifrost, http://vimeo.com/38246572).
Aims for NABO Meeting

In my talk I will be presenting the “Inscribing Environmental Memory” (IEM) initiative, providing a very brief sketch of how this initiative began and how it has developed over the past year, and more importantly looking ahead to where we expect IEM to be heading in the next year and beyond. A poster on the IEM initiative will also be presented.
