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Commons are lands or resources maintained by principles of cooperative management or joint ownership. The historical literature is rich on descriptions of different forms of commons in the later pre-industrial agrarian society of northern Sweden. The national land reforms of the 19th century resulted in a noticeable shift in the use of the forests and the introduction of firmer property rights and rigid land boundaries; a process by which many commons were transferred to private, state and corporate ownership. A large number of commons from the pre-industrial times period have never been officially registered and can therefore partly be seen as 'hidden' resources. The main objective of this paper is to discuss the concept of commons in relation with a variable archaeological record, mainly associated with the forested regions of Sweden. The main question to be addressed in the paper is whether it is possible to identify commons by an archaeological landscape approach and to what extent an archaeological long-term perspective can contribute to current theoretical discussions concerned with common pool resources?
