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Biography

Ingrid Mainland graduated from Durham University with a BA Hons in Archaeology in1987.  After working for English Heritage as an archaeozoologist in Durham and Cambridge, she undertook PhD research in the Dept. of Archaeology at Sheffield University. This was followed by a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship, again at Sheffield. She took up a Lectureship in Environmental Archaeology at Bradford University in 1999, becoming a Senior Lecturer in 2004, and remained there until moving back to Orkney in 2010 to a Lectureship in the Dept. of Archaeology, Orkney College, UHI. 
Ingrid’s main area of research is archaeozoology, with a specific focus on North Atlantic archaeofaunas and on palaeodietary analysis. She is currently working with assemblages from various sites spanning the Neolithic to the Late Norse in Orkney, including the Ness of Brodgar (Late Neolithic), Snusgar and Earl’s Bu (Late Norse).  These provide an unparalleled opportunity to explore four millennia of human-animal relations in an island ecosystem and, perhaps more significantly, the resilience of these island communities in the face of at least three significant periods of environmental change. Her interests in sustainability continue into the present day, with a further area of research being the role of archaeology in ESD (Education for Sustainable Development). In 2012, Ingrid co-organised along with Jane Downes (UHI), Ian Simpson (Stirling)  and Tom McGovern (CUNY) an international conference which sought to explore the significance of sustainability studies in archaeology - ‘Sustainability and heritage: how can the past contribute to a sustainable future’. 
Aims for NABO Meeting

To be informed of the latest palaeoeconomic research findings within the North Atlantic region.
To explore potentials for further research in ESD within coastal and island communities

