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This poster will present an outline of the PhD project entitled: “Geoarchaeology as an aid to understanding human activity in the changing environment of coastal zones” with a particular focus on the coastal zone of Vatnsfjörður site on Westfjords peninsula, Iceland. My project aims to test and develop a set of geoarchaeological methods with a purpose of establishing an efficient and widely applicable set of procedures in the study of coastal sites. In order to discuss profitable methodology and potential variety of new kinds of data enabling more complex interpretation of the human presence in the coastal zones, combined application of phosphate mapping for the purpose of shoreline determination and multi-elemental, spatial mapping of the zone will be implemented at the site of Vatnsfjörður, carried simultaneously with studying micromorphology, microstratigraphy and X-ray fluorescence scanning of sediments from coastal structures. Hopefully this research will significantly enhance the understanding of the complex human-sea relation in the North Atlantic region.

