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This abstract starts with an apology to NABO: the colonization and settlement of the North Atlantic was not an explicit example in my presentation adjacent to the U.S. White House. However, work of many NABO colleagues has been integral to the development of the archaeological model of the landscape learning process, first major publication of which is 10 years old this year, and landscape learning WAS a key feature of that presentation: NABO was there in spirit. In November 2010, as an American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Science and Technology Policy Fellow, placed with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s National Homeland Security Research Center, I was asked to give a presentation to National Security Staff on social science needs for risk communication in relation to White House guidance in the event of a nuclear detonation. Addressing the questions of a homeland security and policy-oriented audience with my training in archaeology and colonization models was an unusual process. However, we found common ground in the concept of social memory of disasters- how populations retain, lose, and act on (or not) their understanding of disasters and environments around them.  This seems a useful basis for further developing the integration of archaeology and heritage with public engagement of and policy approaches to climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

