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Our multistage settlement pattern study of a small area in Northern Iceland during the Viking Age suggests that there were tremendous advantages to being first into this uninhabited landscape. Abandoned Viking Age farmsteads have been obscured by the extensive aeolian soil deposition, which occurred after the Viking settlement.  The earliest components of farmsteads that have been continuously occupied are also difficult to access.  Here we report on our geophysical survey, coring and test excavation data that outlines Viking Age farmstead location, farmstead establishment date, and farmstead size at the end of the Viking Age in Iceland (A.D. 1104).  There is a strong correlation between site size and establishment date.  This correlation suggests that during the very rapid settlement of Iceland, the farmsteads established by earlier settlers had significant advantages over those established later and that these advantages were transferred to the long-term productivity of individual farms.
