FORNLEIFARANNSOKNIR
| SALTVIK 2003

Orri Veésteinsson ritst;j.

Hofundar efnis: Adolf Fridriksson, Colleen E. Batey, Hildur Gestsdottir,

Thomas McGovern & Orri Vésteinsson

Fornleifastofnun Islands
FS246-03271
Reykjavik 2004



© Fornleifastofnun Islands 2004

Forsidumynd: Hugsanlegt jardhas i Myrarlag sydri, ur N.



Efnisyfirlit

Orri Vésteinsson: Inngangur

Orri Vésteinsson: Stadhattir og mannvirkjaleifar
Orri Vésteinsson: Kénnun & mannvirkjaleifum
Thomas H. McGovern: Midden Investigations
Adolf Fridriksson: Kuml

Colleen E. Batey: Finds Summary

Hildur Gestsdottir: Human skeletal remains

Orri Vésteinsson: Samantekt — nidurstoour

Orri Vésteinsson: Summary

11

15

21

22

24

27

30



Orri Vésteinsson

Inngangur

Sumarid 2002 var unnid vid fornleifaskraningu i Reykjahverfi i Sudur Pingeyjarsyslu og
fann pa Birna Larusdottir skraningarmadur tveer rustapyrpingar sunnan vid tunid i
Saltvik. bessara rista er hvergi getid svo vitad sé, paer hafa ekkert nafn og enginn
stad0kunnugur sem tal hefur nadst af virdist hafa vitad um paer. Toftir pessar eru po
agaetlega skyrar og framhja peim liggur reidleid sem hefur verid i notkun i meir en 6ld.
Abuiendaskipti voru tid i Saltvik 4 20. 61d og hefdbundinn buskapur er par aflagdur fyrir
nokkru, og mun petta skyra af hverju pekking um rastirnar hefur ekki vardveist en ekki er
ad efa ad fyrri d&buendur hafa vitad um peer.

Fundur Birnu er p6 ekki fyrst og fremst merkilegur af pvi hve 6venjulegt pad er
a0 rekast & jafngloggar rastir sem enginn virdist hafa vitad um, heldur af pvi ad 16gun
toftanna ber med sér ad paer séu mjog fornar, jafnvel fra elstu timum byggdar 4 Islandi.
Eftir ad Birna hafdi synt okkur Adolfi Fridrikssyni, Gardari Gudmundssyni og Mjoll
Sneesdoéttur rustirnar sumarid 2002 var akvedid ad gera minnihattar forkdnnun & rastunum
sumarid 2003 til ad afla frekari vitneskju um per, m.a. sem fyrsta skrefid ad hugsanlegum
umfangsmeiri rannsoknum.

Rannsoknin for fram sumarid 2003 sem hluti af verkefninu ,Landnam og
menningarlandslag® sem nytur dndvegisstyrks fra Rannis 2002-2004. Verkefnid fjallar
um landndm i Sudur Pingeyjarsyslu og er framhald rannsékna sem hofust 4 Hofstodum i
Myvatnssveit arid 1991. Pungamidja pessara rannsokna hefur verid i Myvatnssveit en
eitt af markmidum Ondvegisverkefnisins var ad fera Gt kviarnar og kanna einnig leifar fra
elstu tid nordar og nzr sjo. 1 pvi augnamidi hofust rannsoknir i Hofdagerdi i landi Nupa i
Adaldal sumarid 2002 og voktu toftirnar i Saltvik vonir um ad par vari fundinn stadur vid
strondina sem geeti varpad ljosi & spurningar um fyrsta stig landnamsins. Audsatt er ad
peir sem namu land i byggdunum upp af Skjalfanda hafa flestir lent i Hisavik og ma pvi
buast vid ad alelsta byggdin sé & peim slodum, i Husavik sjalfri og sudur i Reykjahverfi.
Tver pyrpingar rista, hvor um sig med fleiri en einni rast sem tilka matti sem skala, svo

skammt sunnan vid tanid i Saltvik matti mogulega lita 4 sem landnamskjarna, pétta



byggd fra pvi stig malsins pegar flutningur til landsins var mikill og adkomumenn purftu
timabundinn dvalarstad adur en peir gatud numid eda fengid land annarsstadar. Fyrir
utan vangaveltur um framgang landnamsins var einnig mikilvaegt fyrir verkefnid ad finna
Oskuhauga vid sjavarsiduna til samanburdar vid per upplysingar sem safnad hefur verid i
Myvatnssveit.

Vid vettvangsathugun sumarid 2002 voktu lika athygli Adolfs Fridrikssonar
reglulegar deldir uppi a4 hadinni milli rastapyrpinganna tveggja. Hann afréd ad kanna
per nanar undir merkjum verkefnisins ,,Kuml og samfélag“ sem styrkt er af
Kristnihatidarsjooi.

Uppgroftur for fram 31. juli 2003 og unnu vid hann Birna Larusdoéttir, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdottir, Johan-Terje Hole og Ramona Harrison undir stjorn Orra Vésteinssonar
fornleifafreedings. Birna og Elin teiknudu pversnid og hefur Birna gert stafrenar utgafur
af myndunum. Gardar Gudmundsson meldi upp toftirnar med GPS st6d. Magnus A.
Sigurgeirsson greindi gjoskuldg i skurdunum 8. 4gist og Thomas McGovern leitadi ad
Oskuhaugum med jardbor 12. 4glst en eftir pad var skurdunum lokad. Adolf Fridriksson
stjornadi rannsdkn & kumlum 4 timabilinu fra 31. jali til 6. september og naut vid pad
adstodar nemenda & vettvangsnamskeidi Fornleifastofnunar fslands og NABO. Colleen
E. Batey hefur rannsakad gripi pa sem i 1j6s komu vid rannsoknirnar og Hildur
Gestsdottir greindi mannabeinaleifar sem fundust i kumlunum. Skyrslur peirra fylgja hér
en endanleg skyrsla um rannsokn 4 kumlunum verdur birt i samhengi vid adrar

nidurstddur ur verkefninu ,,Kuml og samfélag.*



Orri Vésteinsson

Stadhettir og mannvirkjaleifar

Birna Larusdottir hefur lyst toftum sunnan vid tanid i Saltvik 1 skyrslu um
fornleifaskraningu i Reykjahreppi' og verdur pvi adeins stiklad 4 storu hér.

Vi0 skraninguna var pyrpingunum skipt i prennt. Austast er pyrping vid Gildrugil
(SP-318:014), en vid nasta gil par vestan vid voru skradar tvaer pyrpingar. St syori fékk
numerid SP-318:028 en st nyrdri er SP-318:022. Deila m4 um hvort pessar tver séu ekki
i raun og veru ein pyrping. I peirri nyrdri eru adeins tver toftir og paer eru 40 m nordan
vid nyrstu toftina 1 sydri pyrpingunni. Toftirnar i peirri pyrpingu na yfir meir en 100 m
langt svaedi og er nyrdri pyrpingin i beinu framhaldi af henni. A vettvangi virdist meiri
asteda til ad adgreina pessar rastir en pegar uppdratturinn er skodadur, en pad stafar af
pvi ad 4 milli pyrpinganna er virgirding og reidleid medfram henni og gerir petta ad
verkum a0 lengra virdist 4 milli rastanna en er i raun.

Ekki er vitad med vissu hvad gilid eda lekurinn heita sem vestari pyrpingarnar
standa vid. [ ornefnaskrd Saltvikur er talad um Sortulek sem er greinilega i
sudvesturhluta landareignarinnar pvi landamerkjalinan fra Raudkubjargi i Einbua liggur
yfir hann. FEinnig er i skranni getid um Ytrilek — til adgreiningar fra Syorilek, sem
rennur i Gildrugili — en skrasetjari hefur ekki vitad hvar hann er. Liklegra er ad laekur
sem kalladur er Ytrileekur sé nordar en Syorilekur, en lekurinn sem rustirnar eru vid er
nanast beint i sudvestur af Sydrilek og 4 sudurleid padan poé hann sé einnig i vissum
skilningi utar en Sydrilekur. [ ornefnaskra er einnig getid um Myrarlag ,par sem
vegurinn beygir sudur a myrarleitid“og i athugasemdum vid skrana er pvi beett vid ad efri
hluti Myrarlagar heiti Vagnlag frad pvi um 1874. Nafnid er a0 rekja til pess pegar Sigurjon
Johannesson reisti timburhtis 4 Laxamyri 1874 en hann notadi fjorhjéladan vagn til ad

flytja efni { husid fra Husavik.” Er freistandi ad tengja nafnid Vagnlag vid vegagerd

! Birna Larusdoéttir & Elin Osk Hreidarsdoéttir (2003): Fornleifaskraning i Reykjahreppi I, Reykjavik, s. 14,
16, 17-18.

2 A Ornefnastofnun Islands eru vardveittar 4 utgafur af Srnefnaskram Saltvikur og er studst vid par allar
hér. Adalheimildamadur peirra allra er Sigurjon Egilsson a4 Laxamyri.
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pa sem ennpa sjast glogg merki um i gilinu fast nedan vid toftirnar. bar eru tveer
samhlida torfbryr yfir gilid og hafa paer 6rugglega verid byggdar fyrir vagnaumferd pvi
leekurinn er enginn farartdlmi fyrir menn eda hesta. Nidurstadan er pvi su ad gilid — eda
a.m.k. nedsti hluti pess — sem vestari rastirnar standa vid heiti Myrarlag. Hér verdur pvi
austasta rustapyrpingin kollud Gildrugil (GLG) en par vestari Myrarldg og adgreindar
sem Myrarlag sydri (MLS) og Myrarlag nyrdori (MLN).

Af Ornefnaskranni sést ad holtid sem gilin tvé koma ur heitir Bajarholt og ad
nordan i pvi er Einbui og segir eftirfarandi um hann: ... par & a0 vera grafid gull en ma
ekki grafa pvi pa stendur berinn i bjortu bali. Sést fyrir uppgreftri. Ekki er alveg skyrt
hvar Einbui er en enginn aberandi holl eda steinn er a4 pessum slodum sem nafnid &
augljoslega vid. Lysingin 4 stadsetningu Einbua — svo langt sem hin nar — og
athugasemdin um ummerki um uppgroft koma agetlega heim og saman vid stadinn par
sem kumlin fundust, p6 nafnid kunni e.t.v. ad pykja heldur veglegt fyrir jafnkollotta had.
betta er p6 enganveginn ljost og koma adrir stadir til greina. Vid skrdningu var t.d.
staldrad vid ,,stakt, 1itid holt spottakorn nordan vid pjodveginn, ofan i myrlendri leegd.”

[ rastapyrpingunni 4 austurbran Gildrugils eru tveer aflangar toftir sem snta hornrétt



Loftmynd af rdstum vid Gildrugil, tekin ar vestri af Arna Einarssyni 23. mai
2003.
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Loftmynd af téftum vid Myrarlag, Gr noréautri, tekin afArna Einarssyni 23. mai 2003. Téftirnar i
Myrarlag nyrori eru nedan vid girdinguna sem liggur skahallt yfir myndina, en kumlin a Einbla
sjast sem dokkir blettir rétt ofan vid rofblett lengst til vinstri & myndinni.




Neermynd af toftum vid Myrarlag sydri, tekin Gr nordri, af Arna Eirssyni 23. mai 23.

hvor 4 adra, og virdast badar vera tviskiptar, med minna holf i 6drum enda. Nyrori toftin
er 24 m 16ng en su sydri er 17 m og gati po hafa verid lengri eda haft atbyggingu i
vesturenda. Badar eru med sveigdum langveggjum og um 8 m breidar. I kringum pessar
adaltoftir eru fjorar minni, par af ein & vesturbakka Gildrugils. Auk pess eru 2-3 o6ljosari
pustir sem ekki er vist ad séu mannvirki.

Um 350 m vestar, 4 austurbakka Myrarlagar eru hinar rastarpyrpingarnar. | peirri
syOri er ein toft langsterst, med daberandi sveigdum langveggjum og dyrum 4
vesturlangvegg. I sudurenda hennar er eins og afhysi. Hun er 17 m 16ng og teplega 8 m
breid. Vid nordurgaflinn er minni toft, adskilin fra peirri sterri, sem hefur haft gafl til
vesturs. Svo ndlegt er hun p6 staerri toftinni ad minnir & skemmu eda tutieldhus til enda
bajarradar 4 bejarsteedum fra sidmiddldum. Vestan vid sudurenda storu toéftarinnar og
nedar i brekkunni er litil toft en mjog djup og hlytur pad ad vera nidurgrafio hus, jardhus.
Ofan og nedan vid staerstu téftina, sem ohatt mun ad kalla skala, eru tver orlitlar en po
mjog greinilegar toftir, badar innan vid 2 m i pvermal. betta eru teplega his, en hugsast

getur ad petta séu brunnar. Fjer skdlanum eru fjorar toftir til vidbotar, p.a. ein tviskipt og



mjog lag uppi 4 brin sunnan vid skalann en hinar eru allar nordan vid. Tver eru nidri i
laginni hlid vid hlid og ein ofar i méanum med opinn vesturgafl. ba er 6glogg toft, og
jafnvel tvaer, & mots vio enda torfbrunna, sem ventanlega hafa skemmst af umferd um
kerruveginn.

Um 50 m nordar og heldur ofar vid gilbriinina eru tvar toftir til sem skilgreindar
hafa verid sem sérstok pyrping. Paer sntia badar nordur-sudur, hafa sveigda langveggi og
eru nogu storar til ad geta verid skalar: si nyrdri er 20x 7 m en st syori 15 x 7 m.

Kumlin eru uppi 4 had milli giljanna, um 150 m austur af Myrarldg sydri og um
200 m sudvestur af rastunum vid Gildrugil.

Athygli vekur ad enga garda er ad sja i sambandi vid pessar rustir og er par teplega
vardveislu um ad kenna pvi rustirnar sjalfar bera pess merki hve vardveisluskilyrdin eru
g60 4 pessu svaedi og moéarnir i kring eru ad sterstum hluta 6blasnir. Verdur ekki énnur

alyktun dregin en ad gardar hafi engir verid i tengslum vio pessa byggd.

10



Orri Vésteinsson

Konnun & mannvirkjaleifum

Sumarid 2003 voru grafnir prir konnunarskurdir i rastirnar sunnan vid Saltvikurtin, einn {
hverri pyrpingu. Skurdur 1 var grafinn i vesturhlid nyrora langhussins vid Gildrugil,
Skurdur 2 1 sydra langhtisio 1 Myrarlag nyrdri og Skurdur 3 i litla nidurgratna byggingu

vid sudvesturhorn langhussins 1 Myrarlag sydri.

1) Grasrit
2) Fokmold

lag i torfi

bversnid af skurdi 1

Skurdur 1 var 3 m langur og 1 m breidur. Hann snéri A-V og var grafinn fra midjum
vestari langvegg og inn i toftina. Komid var nidur & vegghledslu 4 30 sm dypi og var
stoku vidarkol ofan 4 henni. Hledslan virdist vera ur streng og er V~950 gjéskan i torfinu
en einnig sjast 1 pvi linsur af skarni. “a” lagid frd 1477 leggst upp ad veggnum en engin
merki squst um H-1300 sem po finnst & pessu svadi. Undir “a” laginu er 10-15 sm pykkt

afokslag en undir pvi allt ad 30 sm pykkt torfhrunslag, med heilum hnausum. betta lag er

11



pykkara fjeer veggnum en ner og bendir pad dsamt staerd hnausanna til ad veggurinn hafi
verid felldur inn 1 toftina. Undir torfthrunslaginu er golf, svart og feitt med ljosgraum
oskuslettum. Pad er a.m.k. 5 sm pykkt. [ nordausturhorni skurdarins var grafid i gegnum
g01f10 og kom par 1 1j6s raudgul aska vid stein sem gaeti verid 1 eldstaedi.

Golfid og eldsmerkin benda sterklega til ad pessi bygging hafi verid notud til
ibudar. Hun var byggd eda endurbett eftir ~950 og var felld 16ngu fyrir 1477. Skarnid i

torthledslunni synir ad pessi bygging er ekki su elsta &4 pessum stad.

(¥
|

0 1 2 3m

1) Grasrot

2) V-1477

3) Brin fokmold

4) Modskublettur med brenndum beinum i
5) Ljosbrant, gulleitt lag, svipad 6)

" 9 6) Ljdsbrant, gulleitt lag, torfblandad
10 7y Torfhrun med LNS
8) H3

9) Veggur med V-950
10y Golflag, drpunnt med vidarkolum
11) Torfhrun

[] 1

pversnid og grunnmynd af skurdi 2

Skurdur 2 var 3 m langur og 1 m breidur. Hann snéri A-V og var grafinn fra midjum
vestari langvegg og inn i toftina. Undir um 20 sm pykku grasrotarlagi var “a” lagid fra
1477 og undir pvi 5-10 sm pykkt fokmoldarlag. Par undir var komid nidur & torfvegg
sem virdist hafa verid byggdur inn i toftina eda vera endurbygging 4 innri brun
veggjarins. Sa veggur er innan vid 1 m breidur og hefur greinilegar branir sitthvoru
megin. Ekki var grafio dypra utan vid hann en par ma venta eldri veggjar. Ofan a

veggnum var méodskublettur med brenndum beinum i. Veggurinn er hladinn ur hnausum,

12



sennilega klombru, og er V~950 gjoéskan i peim auk pess sem skarnlinsur sjast. Toftin
var nalega sléttfull af hrunlogum. Efst (p.e. undir fokmoldinni sem er undir “a” laginu) er
15-20 sm pykkt blandlag, sennilega ad mestu fokmold en med torfhruni blondudu saman
vid. Par undir er ramlega 10 sm pykkt torfhrunslag med heillegum hnausum med
landndmssyrpunni. Undir pessu lagi er svo drpunnt gélflag, mest 1,5 sm en vidast adeins
2-3 mm og sumstadar vantar pad alveg, einkum austast, i miori byggingunni. Golflagid
fer undir vegginn en pad liggur ofan & H3 sem synir ad pessi bygging hefur verid
nidurgrafin. Goélflagid er svart og feitt og i pvi vidarkol og brennd bein. A golfinu la
hvalbeinsstykki sem hefur verid skorid til.

bessi bygging geeti hafa verid notud til ibtidar en ekki er pad otviraett og hafi svo
verid hefur pad ekki verid i langan tima. A einhverju seinna stigi mélsins hefur veggur
verid byggdur inn i téftina, eda vesturveggur hennar endurhladinn og l4tinn na adeins inn
a eldra golfid. Pbaod hefur gerst eftir ~950 en fyrir 1477, sennilega 1ongu fyrr. Ekkert
augljost yfirbordslag tengist pessari yngri vidgerd eda viobot. Pessi bygging virdist hafa

hrunid saman smatt og smatt.

Skurdur 3 var 1,85 m langur og 0,7 m breidur. Hann snéri N-S og var grafinn fra
midjum sudurvegg og inn i toftina. Grafid var nidur & vegg sem hefur verid hladinn &
brun gryfjunnar og hruni ur honum fylgt nidur i toéftina. “a” lagid fra 1477 lagdist upp ad
torthruninu 4 um 20 sm dypi og undir pvi var 5 sm pykkt afokslag. Undir pvi 14 H-1300
jafnfallid og undir pvi um 10 sm pykkt fremur einsleitt lag, sennilega ad mestu 4fok en i
pvi voru einnig vidarkolaleifar. Undir pessu er golflag, svart kolalag sem er efsta lagid i
allt ad 12 sm pykkri syrpu af yfirbordslogum, golfum, en undir peim er 5 sm pykkt
grabrunt fremur einsleitt mannvistarlag sem liggur ofan 4 6hreyfou.

Pessi bygging er greinilega mikid nidurgrafin, sennilega hatt i I m. A botni
hennar hafa safnast upp allmorg golflog en pad hversu 6lik pau eru gaeti bent til ad
byggingin hafi oft skipt um hlutverk og/eda ad hun hafi ekki verid i stodugri notkun.
Byggingin var algerlega fallin saman pegar H-1300 gjoskan f¢ll.
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1) Grasrot
2) Ljdsbran fokmold
3) V-1477
4) Einsleit fokmold
5) H-1300
6) Veggur
S 7) Brint, einsleitt lag med vidarkolum
8) Kolablandad golflag
s 9) Lagskiptur, lifreenn massi
i 10) Ljosgratt, fitukennt lag
™ 11} Grabrint lag, mikid blandad
12) Raudbrint, nattirulegt lag

bversnid og grunnmynd af skurdi 3.

14



Thomas H. McGovern

Midden Investigations®

Summary: This report presents the results of a first stage investigation of possible
midden deposits at the site of Saltvik near Husavik in N Iceland carried out August 12"
2003. An Oakfield tube-type soil corer was used to probe possible midden deposits
around five structures associated with what appears to be three concentration of structures
(MLN, MLS and GLG) on the hillside and stream gullies to the S of the modern farm and
horse stable area of Saltvik. These structural complexes are on either side of the two pre-
christian burials higher up on the hillside. Coring around the MLN and GLG structural
complexes indicated fairly thin and discontinuous deposits, except directly to the south of
the sunken featured building in MLN where up to 25 cm of cultural deposit (bone flecks,
charcoal, burnt bone and mottled ash) suggest a potential deposit. The area around both
the long rectangular possible hall structures in the MLN and GLG complexes were also
heavily covered with thufur hummocks (up to 50 -75 cm deep) which will have severely
disrupted any archaeological stratigraphy in these areas. However, conditions were
different around the MLS complex (a potential pit house, long hall, and several apparent
outbuildings) and what may be a substantial intact cultural deposit extends downslope
(west) of the hall ruin. This area produced 25-30 cm of cultural deposit, including burnt

bone, charcoal, ash, and some apparent stratification.

Recommendation: Test units should be placed outside the long hall structure in the MLS
complex and to the S of the pit house in the MLN complex to better determine the nature

and extent of these cultural deposits and to test organic preservation.

Discussion and Description: The midden team (represented by Tom McGovern) visited

Saltvik on Aug 12" and carried out a first stage coring around the structures already

3 A product of the Leverhulme Trust Project “Landscapes Circum Landnam” and North Atlantic
Biocultural Organization (NABO) Research Cooperative.
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mapped and test trenched by the FSI structures and survey teams. The three complexes of
structures were designated as MLN, MLS and GLG respectively.* McGovern cored
around the major structures in these complexes using an Oakfield soil corer and recording

each core on a sketch map.

MLN: The MLN complex is aligned along the edge of a now dry stream cut that extends
from the now fairly eroded upland down towards the bay of Saltvik approximately 2 km
to the N. The first structure investigated (informally designated MLN 1) was an apparent
pit house (sunken feature structure) that had already been tested by FSI structures team.

Three cores were placed around this structure:

MLN 1 core 1, ca 3 m E (upslope) of the structure, at the base of thufur.
0-10 cm: rootlets and turf

10-15 cm: yellow brown silt with some probable H3 upcast fragments
15-50 cm: sterile yellow brown silt

MLN 1 core 2, ca 2 m to the W (downslope) of the structure

0-10 cm: rootlets and turf

10-15 cm: mottled brown with some flecks of H3 upcast
15-50 cm: sterile yellow brown silt

50 cm: rock

MLN 1 core 3, ca 1 m from the S wall center

0-15 cm: rootlets and turf

15-20 cm: mottled dk and It brown silt

20-40 cm: mottled silt and ash, bone flecks, burnt bone, charcoal
40-55 cm: sterile yellow brown silt

55-60 cm: H3 in situ

60-65 cm: sterile yellow brown silt

65 cm: rock

The large rectilinear structure (hall?) just to the N of the pit house MLN 1 had heavy
thufur development to the E side (upslope) and only somewhat more moderate

development to the W side (downslope). Five cores were taken around this structure

(informally designated MLN 2):

*In the field notes NW=MLN, W=MLS and NE=GLG.
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MLN 2 core 1,ca2m W from apparent “door” near NW corner of long hall.
0-10 cm: rootlets and turf

10-35 cm: sterile yellow brown silt

35 cm: stone

MLN 2 core 2, ca2 m W from apparent mid point in W wall of long hall
0-10 cm: rootlets and turf

10-45 cm: sterile yellow brown silt

45 cm: stone

MLN 2 core 3, ca 1 m SW of apparent SW corner of long hall

0-10 cm rootlets and turf

10-22 cm: mottled yellow brown and medium brown silt
22-35 cm: sterile yellow brown silt

35-40 cm: H3 in situ

40-60 cm: sterile yellow brown silt

60 cm: stone

MLN 2 core 4 ca 2 m E of apparent door in SE corner of long hall, in base of sheep path
through thufur.

0-9 cm: rootlets and turf
9-40 cm: sterile yellow brown silt
40-45 cm: thick layer of pea-gravel, did not succeed in penetrating this.

MLN 2 core 5 ca 2 m E of possible door in middle of E wall of long hall, near base of
large thufur.

0-10 cm: rootlets and turf
10-45 cm: sterile yellow brown silt.
45-47 cm: thick layer of pea-gravel, did not succeed in penetrating this.

MLN Discussion: Only the core 3 S of MLN 1 pit house produced any appreciable
amount of cultural materials, but the other cores around this structure did turn up what
appears to be construction debris. A test pit S of this pit house might be worthwhile in
terms of both bone testing and developing more information about construction of the
structure. Around the long hall cores are surprisingly sterile, even lacking much in the

way of convincing construction debris. While additional coring may turn up some
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deposits around this structure, the extent and depth of thufur formation would make

excavation very difficult. Very short occupation?

MLS complex of structures is located about 200 m up the dry gully, S of MLN complex,
and appears to consist of a deep pit house (test excavated by the FSI structures team) next
to a well developed apparent long house and several other nearby buildings. Thufur were
far less developed in this locality, and there appeared to be a difference in vegetation
(mainly crowberries) in the area between the long hall (upslope) and the pit house

(downslope).

One core was placed 2 m W (downslope) of the MLS pithouse (informally designated
MLS 1) that had been test trenched by the structures team.

MLS 1 corel

0-10 cm: turf and roots

10-18 cm: mottled yellow brown with charcoal flecks

18-22 cm: mottled light cream and yellow brown- possible upcast H3
22-50 cm: sterile yellow brown silt

50 cm: stone.

Three cores were placed along the W (downslope) side of the long hall, informally called

MLS 2.

MLS 2 core 1, c 2 m W of apparent door in NW corner of long hall

0-10 cm; turf and roots

10-35 cm: banded (stratified?) layers of dark ash, light ash, charcoal, bone flecks,
burnt bone. Definite cultural material, probable midden.

35-38 cm: apparent H 3 tephra in situ

38-55 cm; sterile yellow brown silt

55 cm: stone.

MLS 2 core 2 approximately 6 m downslope (W) of approximate mid point of W wall of
long hall.

0-10 cm: roots and turf

10-25 cm: banded (stratified?) layers of mottled grey ash, burnt bone, bone flecks,
charcoal, wood ash. Cultural material.
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MLS 2 core 3, approximately 2 m downslope (W) of apparent door area in SW end of

long hall.
0-10 cm: roots and turf
10-15 cm: mottled grey-brown with charcoal flecks

15-30 cm:  yellow brown silt

30-32 cm: H3 in situ

32-75 cm: sterile yellow brown silt
75 cm: pea gravel layer.

MLS discussion: There appears to be some midden material along the W side of the long
hall, probably concentrating on the N end and extending up to 5-6 m from
the wall itself. IF bone preservation is OK, this may make a promising

target for larger scale excavation. Recommend a test pit in this area.

The GLG complex lies just S of the modern fence line near the horse barn area of the
contemporary Saltvik farm. The ruin lies on the E side of a small valley which still has a
strongly running brook down its center. The prechristian graves are clearly visible along
the ridgeline to the SW from this area. There is a major complex of what appears to be a
large rectilinear long house with what may be some later rooms added in the S end. The
whole structure seems to be aligned with (and perhaps partly truncated by) an old
road/track way that runs along the valley and up the side of the slope to the S. The area
immediately around this ruin complex has heavy thufur development and it is hard to be
absolutely certain of the limits of some wall lines. Corings were made along the W side

of this large structure.

GLG 1 coring 1, 6 m to the W of the apparent NW corner of the long hall. Note that a
wide belt ca 5 m wide runs along the apparent trackway area just to the W
of the structure, these were placed so densely that it was not possible to

get a core down between them.

0-5 cm: turf and roots

5-15 cm: medium brown silt with charcoal flecks
15-18 cm: H3 apparently in situ

18-35 cm: yellow brown silty sterile.

35 cm; stone
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GLG 1 coring 2, ca2 m W of the FSI structures team trench , in the thufur area between
the apparent W wall of the long hall and the trackway.

0-15 cm turf and roots

15-25 cm med-dark brown sandy silt

25-35 cm displaced structural turf ?

35-45 cm mottled yellow brown / medium brown silt.
45-75 cm sterile yellow brown silt.

GLG 1 coring 3, ca4 m W of the core 2, in edge of trackway

0-5 cm turf and roots

5-20 cm medium brown silt with some charcoal flecks
20-22 cm H3 apparently in situ

22-45 cm sterile yellow brown silt.

GLG 1 coring 4, ca 4 m from apparent SW corner of longhouse in thufur area,

0-5 cm turf and roots

5-15 cm mottled brown with turf bits
15-18 cm H3 apparently in situ

18-45 cm sterile yellow brown silt.

GLG 1 Discussion: this large structure does not seem to have a great deal of cultural
material directly outside it, though it is possible that much has been missed due to the
thick thufur development all around. This will of course also make excavation of any
intact deposits challenging. My impression is that the trackway has either removed or
inhibited extensive deposition along the W side of the unit, but this is more or less a
guess. | would recommend that a small unit be put into the trackway surface, as this may
be a more complex and formally-constructed feature than it appears from the surface at

present.
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Adolf Fridriksson

Kuml

Rannsakadar voru tveer grafir hja Saltvik, skammt sunnan Husavikur. Vid
fornleifaskraningu par arid 2002 kom i [jés stadur sem minnti mjég 4 raskadar forngrafir
sem skodadar hafa verid vid athuganir 4 pekktum kumlstodum. Fellur pessi stadur vel ad
peirri almennu hugmynd ad kuml hafi verid vid fornar leidir, pvi rétt hja honum eru
margar, fornar reidgotur, sem matast skammt fra tungardinum i Saltvik. Ein kom fra
ferjustad vid Laxamyri, 6nnur ar Reykjahverfi allt frd Laxéardal og Myvatnssveit og st
pridja yfir Hvammsheidi, fra ferjustad vid Nupa.

Uppgrofturinn for fram 4 timabilinu 31.7 til 6. september 2003. 1 1jos komu tv
kuml og er pad i fyrsta sinn i 60 ar sem kuml finnast vid rannsokn, en ekki jardrask.
Kumlin eru 4 lagum en breidum hél sem er um 150 m i austur fra bajarstedi vid
Myrarlag. Eins eru forn mannvirki vid Gildrugil um 200 m austan kumlanna.

Kuml 1. begar torf var fjarleegt kom 1 1j6s ad syora kumlid hefur verid rent. Yfir
grofinni 1a gjoskulagio 1477, og var athyglisvert ad sja hve reglulegt pad var. Gjoskan
virdist hafa fallid skdmmu eftir ad skurdur hafi verid grafinn i kumlid og er liklegt ad
grafarranid hafi farid fram & 15. 6ld. Undir gjoskulaginu var blandad uppmoksturslag
med torfsneplum i og virtust vera leifar af landndmsgjoskunni i torfinu. I sudurenda
grafarinnar komu 1 1j6s faein jarnbrot, liklega ur kistli. Par fundust einnig faein, illa farin
bein Gr manni. Grofin sneri i N-S, en erfitt er ad segja til um hvernig likid sneri i gréfinni.
Liklega hefur kumlid verid hulid grjoti, en pad hefur verid fjarlegt vid haugbrotid. Enn
matti sja steinard0 austan og vestan megin.

Kuml 2. Um 10 m nordvestan vid kuml 1 var annad kuml. Gréfin 14 eins og Kuml
1, p.e. i N-S, og 6ll ummerki hin somu. Hafoi petta kuml einnig verid rofid og par var
1477 lagio eins og i kumli 1. Engir gripir fundust i kumlinu, en i botni grafarinnar 14 illa
farin beinagrind Gr manni.

Grafnar voru um 20 konnunarholur i og vid hélinn sem grafirnar eru 4, en engar

fleiri grafir virdast hafa verid par.
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Colleen E. Batey

Finds Summary

There are four small groups of finds from different excavation trenches from the Saltvik

site excavated in 2003.

Kuml 1. The three finds units from this mound are of fragmentary iron and it is
considered most likely that this is burial context rather than settlement debris. One (sv-
endi) comprises two fragments of sheet iron, one of which has three rivets through it and
obviously securing two metal sheet fragments together and the smaller has an incomplete
rivet hole and two straight edges. Both pieces are not obviously conjoining but probably
served the same original function. A second find (s-endi, Robber’s backfill) comprises
three small fragments of which one is clearly a riveted iron sheet fragment. Fragments of
such rivetted iron sheeting have been found elsewhere, for example at Gamlebyen, Oslo
(Faerden 1990, fig 28 a) as part of an iron cauldron or cooking vessel. Discussion of the
iron work from Viking levels at Coppergate in York by Ottaway, includes the suggestion
of potential manufacture of such rivetted vessels at the site. Although this is not
substantiated, it is clearly based on the amount of such rivetted thin metal plate of the
same type as from Saltvik (Ottaway, 1992, 604). There is a small number of iron vessels
which have been discovered from Viking graves in Iceland. Eldjarn and Frioriksson list
five such vessels (2000, 402-03) for example Hafurbjarnarstadir (op cit, 94-6) and
Kornsa, (op cit, 125-7). The third find from this mound, (sv-endi i blandlagi) are two
conjoining iron pieces which seem to have been part of a bracket or mount, together they
form a corner of a larger item. Each seems to have a small rivet through its thickness.
Close parallels are not readily available, but it is similar to a corner bracket illustrated by
Ottaway from Viking Coppergate (1992, 643, fig 269 find 3487). X-ray examination
may confirm whether there are other perforations along the length of the piece which no-

longer have rivets in place.
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Trench 1. One small bag of bones from the turf collapse of the structure and two bags of
charcoal (one from the floor level and one from the turf collapse) were recovered. The
single potentially man-made find is a small slightly bent and tapering iron fragment from
the floor level. It seems to have two small parallel protrusions at one end which may
perhaps indicate the siting of a pin attachment, but X-ray would be needed for this

identification to be confirmed.

Trench 2. One small bag of bones and a large crudely hewn piece of whalebone are the
only finds from this trench. The whalebone would have been brought to the site for use,
perhaps as a source of raw material for tools or lamps etc, but in its current form it is

really only to be seen as debris.

Trench 3. Two bags of soil samples and a small collection of burnt bone were recovered
from the suggested floor level identified in this trench. Two pieces of probably highly
corroded iron were also noted from the floor deposit, although without X-ray at this stage

it is not possible to comment further on these amorphous pieces.
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Hildur Gestsdottir

Human skeletal remains

The human skeletal collection for the excavations at Saltvik, Reykjahverfi, in 2003
includes eleven bones or fragments of bones from two burials. In both cases the graves

had been disturbed prior to excavation, and none of the bones appeared to be in situ.

Methods

The main emphasis of the osteological analysis was to ascertain the minimum number of
individuals (MNI) in each burial. To attain this, the bones are sorted by element, and
where applicable right and left side. Where possible bones from the same individual are
identified, whether by matching up articular surfaces or the right and left side bones.
Similarly bones that obviously belonged to different individuals, for example difference
in size or robusticity are separated. Where possible, the age and sex of bones is recorded.
The MNI is achieved by counting the most frequently occurring bone, and comparisons

of size, age and sex.

In two instances it was possible to determine the sex of the bones based on sexually
diagnostic characteristics of the cranium (see for example Schwartz, 1995 and Buikstra &
Ubelaker, 1994) and in one instance it was possible to estimate an individuals living
stature based on a fragmented humerus using standards developed by Steele & McKern

(1969). No elements that can be used to estimate the age at death were preserved.

Results

K1

Two bones were recovered from burial K2, a partial right radius, and a partial right
femur. Both were poorly preserved, epiphyses were missing and the cortical bone was

damaged. No sexually diagnostic characteristics were preserved nor elements which
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could be used to estimate age at death, although the bones clearly belong to an adult (over
18 years of age). The preservation of the femur was too poor to allow for measurements
to calculate the stature. No pathological or other bony changes were recorded. The MNI

for burial K1 is one. For further detail on the skeletal material, see the table below.

Bone Side Segment Condition MNI cnt/wt Age Sex Context
Radius R Proximal The head is damaged. The 1 1 adult ? KI1-"botn hreyft"
third preserved part of the bone is

broken in half, and there is flaking
of the cortical bone.

Femur R Proximal The head and greater trochanter 1 1 adult ? KI-"iv. hluta grafar,
third are absent. The cortical bone is ut vio brun. [ hreyfou
dry and flaked. lagi, fyllingar."
K2

Five bones were recovered from burial K2. Most of these were cranial bones, an unsided
parietal, a right and left temporal bone and a frontal bone. The shaft of a left humerus
was also recovered. Although the preservation of these bones was in general better than
in burial K1, all the bones had some damage, and the cortical bone was in all instances
flaked. Most of the cranial bones retained sexually diagnostic characteristics, all
indicating that they belonged to a male. In no instances could age at death be estimated.
Measurements could be taken of the humerus to estimate stature, indicating that it
belonged to an individual approximately 163+5cm tall. No pathological or other bony
changes were recorded. The MNI for burial K2 is one. For further detail on the material

see the table below.

Bone Side Segment  Condition MNI cnt/wt Age Sex Context Comments
Parietal? ? ? Portion of cranial bone, 1 1 ? ? K2[E]
probably the parietal. The
cortical bone is dry and
flaked.
Temporal R Complete There is fragmentation of the 1 adult Male? K2 [F]
zygomatic process and the
petrous portion. The cortical
bone is dry and flaked.
L Squamous Two fragments, which match 1 1 adult Male? K2 [C]
portion up. The mandibular fossa
and part of the zygomatic
process are present. The
cortical bone is dry and
flaked.
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Frontal N/A Complete There is some damage to the 1 1 adult Male K2 [A]
left orbit. The cortical bone is

dry and flaked.

Humerus L Shaft The entire shaft is present, 1 1 adult ? K2[B] Stature
both epiphyses missing. The 163+5cm
cortical bone is dry and
flaked.

Conclusion

The human skeletal material recovered during the excavations in Saltvik 2003 probably
represents two individuals, an adult of unknown age and sex from burial K1 and an adult
male of an unknown age, 163+5cm tall from burial K2. No pathological changes were

noted on either individual.
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Orri Vésteinsson

Samantekt — nidurstoéour

Um 450 m sudur af beenum i Saltvik eru tveer eda prjar rastapyrpingar vid sitthvorn
gilskorninginn. Austast eru rustir 4 austurbakka Gildrugils og eru par tvaer langhustoftir
sem geaetu verid skalar. Skurdur i pa nyrdri syndi ad hun hefur verid notud til ibdar og
gati hafa haft eldsteedi 4 midju golfi. Su bygging var byggd eda endurbatt eftir ~950 og
hafoi verio felld longu fyrir 15. 61d. Ekki fundust ummerki um 6skuhauga & pessu svadi.
[ kringum langhtstoftirnar tver eru nokkrar minni toftir sem ventanlega tengjast baskap.

Um 350 vestan vid Gildrugil eru tver pyrpingar til vidboétar, 4 austurbakka
Myrarlagar. 1 peirri nyrdri eru adeins tvaer toftir, badar aflangar og gatu verid skalar.
Skurdur sem grafinn var i pa syOri og minni syndi ad hun er nidurgrafin og hefur verid
notud i mjog skamman tima ef marka ma af mjog 6verulegu gélflagi. Ekki er otvirett ad
bessi bygging hafi verid notud til ibudar, en ekkert fannst sem meelir gegn pvi. Seinna var
byggt inn i pessa toft og var pad gert eftir ~950 en toftin var 16ngu hrunin saman a 15.
6ld. Sunnan vid pessa toft fannst litill 6skuhaugur en engin merki um slikt fundust i
kringum nyrdri toftina.

50-100 m sunnar vid Myrarlag er steerri pyrping med langhuisi med greinilegu
skalalagi. Sudvestan vid hana er jardhus en skurdur i pad syndi ad pad hefur verid komid
ar notkun og fallid saman fyrir 16ngu arid 1300. Umtalsverd golflog voru i pessu husi. 1
brekkunni nedan og vestan vid skalann fundust merki um litinn 6skuhaug.

Uppi a4 hedinni milli Gildrugils og Myrarlagar fundust tvaer grafir sem badar voru
reendar & 15. 61d. Mannabein fundust i bAdum grofunum, og hefur karlmadur legid i
annarri. Einnig fundust nokkur jarnbrot, m.a. hugsanlega tr katli. Stadsetningin og
ummerki 61l benda til ad petta séu kuml ur heidnum sid.

Fyrir utan jarnbrotin i grofunum fundust engir gripir vid rannséknirnar i Saltvik
sem hagt er ad stydjast vid til aldursgreiningar eda til ad draga alyktanir af um hlutverk.
Einungis fundust nokkur litil jarnbrot og eitt hvalbeinsstykki. Vardveisla lifreenna leifa a

pessu svadi virdist vera slem. Fyrir utan hvalbeinid sem var mjog morkid fundust adeins
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brennd bein. Pad bendir til ad 6brennd bein hafi eydst. Mdgulegt er p6 ad skilyrdi fyrir

lifreena vardveislu séu onnur og betri i skuhaugum og golflogum.

Vegna l6gunar bygginganna og pess ad engir gardar eru i tengslum vid paer var buist vid
ad rastirnar vid Gildrugil og Myrarlag veru fra allra elsta stigi landnamsins.
Rannsoknirnar sumarid 2003 ttiloka ekki ad svo sé en paer syna hinsvegar 6tviraett ad
btid hefur verid & pessum stodum eftir ~950. ZAtla ma ad byggdin hafi 4 6llum stédunum
verid aflogd fyrir 16ngu arid 1300 en mikid neer en petta er p6 ekki hagt ad komast um
aldur byggdarinnar ad svo stoddu. Kumlin syna ad byggd hefur verid 4 pessum slédum
fyrir 11. 6ld en pau gaetu alveg eins tengst byggd 4 bajarstadi Saltvikur eins og bajunum
vi0 Gildrugil og Myrarlag.

Ekkert bendir til annars en ad btid hafi verid vid Gildrugil og Myrarlag. Um pad
vitna dskuleifar, golflogin og utihtisin. Hinsvegar ber allt ad peim brunni ad byggdin hafi
ekki verid langae. Par skiptir mestu hvad 6skuhaugar virdast vera smair i snidum og eins
a0 engir gardar hafa verid byggdir i kringum baeina. Byggdin hlytur p6 ad hafa stadid i
nokkur ar eda jafnvel aratugi. Til pess bendir fj6ldi utihusanna og ummerki um
endurbyggingar og eldri byggingarstig. Sem daemi um byggd sem hlytur ad hafa stadio
mun skemur eru tveir skdlar sem Bjarni F. Einarsson rannsakadi 1994-95 og kallar &
Hala.” Par eru heldur engir gardar i kring en fjoldi bygginganna verulega minni en vid
Gildrugil eda Myrarlag. Ef Hali er deemi um byggd sem hefur stadid i 1-10 ar pa gaetu
bagjarstaedin vid Gildrugil og Myrarlag verid demi um byggd sem hefur stadid 1 10-50 ar.
Midad vid hve gardar eru dberandi mannvirki i tengslum vid eydibyli i Sudur-
bingeyjarsyslu pa verdur ad @tla ad pad ad engir slikir eru vid Gildrugil eda Myrarlag
bydi annadhvort ad byggdin par hafi aldrei nad peim “proska” ad timabeert veeri ad
byggja garda i kringum tin, eda ad gardabyggingar hafi almennt ekki hafist fyrr en eftir
einhvern dkvedinn tima og byggdin vid Gildrugil og Myrarlag sé eldri en sa timi. Virdist
fyrri kosturinn liklegri. Hvad med ad hlutverk hafi hreinilega verid annad en
hefdbundinn buskapur — pad er nua pratt fyrir allt 6venjulegt ad hafa svo morg stor hus

saman — gaetu ji audvitad verid misgdmul bajarstedi en samt....

5> www.mmedia.is/%7Ebjarnif/frame.htm

28


http://www.mmedia.is/%7Ebjarnif/frame.htm

A pessu stigi verdur litid sagt um samhengi bolstadanna priggja, Saltvikur, Gildrugils og
Myrarlagar. Mogulegt er ad baejarsteedin vid Gildrugil og Myrarlag séu ekki samtima,
annad s¢ eldra en hitt og badi séu eldri en bajarsteedi Saltvikur. Pa eru bajarstedin vid
Gildrugil og Myrarlag forverar nliverandi bajarstadis i Saltvik, vitnisburdur um ad menn
geta hafa purft ad profa sig 4fram med val & bajarstedum.

Annar moguleiki er ad 61l bajarsteedin hafi verid i notkun 4 sama tima og hefur pa
verid mjog péttbylt a litlu svaedi, sem framfleytti t.d. adeins 5 personum arid 1703. Slikt
péttbyli getur teeplega hafa byggst & nytingu pess lands sem nt liggur undir Saltvik.
Annadhvort hefur slikur byggdakjarni pa haft mun meira land undir eda heimilin hafa ad
storum hluta byggt afkomu sina 4 veioum. Pridji moguleikinn er ad a.m.k. sumar af
pessum byggingum hafi verid bradabirgdahtisnadi fyrir abkomumenn, e.t.v. folk sem var
ad flytja til landsins. Ummerki um buskap benda b4 til ad petta hafi ekki bara verid stadir
par sem folk gat hafst vid fyrsta veturinn, heldur hafi adkomufolk e.t.v. fengid afnot af
htisum i nokkur ar medan pad var ad koma sér upp bustofni og semja um framtidarabd
lengra inni i landi.

Audvitad er svo hugsanlegt ad hid sanna sé einhver blanda af pessum
moguleikum, t.d. ad Myrarlag sydri sé upphaflegt bajarsteedi sem sidar var flutt pangad
sem Saltvikurbaerinn stendur, en ad Gildrugil sé annar beer samtida en ad husin tvo vid
Myrarlag nyrori séu bradabirgdahtsnaoi fyrir adkomufolk.

Eins og Birna Larusdéttir hefur bent & 1 skyrslu um fornleifaskraningu i
Reykjahreppi sameinast ymsar leidir vio tungardinn & Saltvik, skammt fra ristunum vid
Gildrugil. Pessar leidir gaetu hafa haft dhrif 4 val kumlsteedanna eins og Adolf
Frioriksson bendir 4 en peer gaetu einnig styrkt pa hugmynd ad 4 pessum stad hafi risio
einskonar afangabudir fyrir abkomufolk. Reikna ma med ad menn hafi flestir lent i
Husavik en jafnframt ad bondinn, eda jafnvel h6fdinginn, par hafi ekki viljad hafa
adkomufolkid par vid tunfoét lengur en naudsynlegt var. bad getur pvi hafa verid
skynsamlegt ad reisa afangabtdir par sem leidir til sudurs greindust, sem hefur einmitt
verid 4 pessum stad — ef tria ma pvi ad leidir hafi legio eins 4 landnamsold og par gerdu
sidar. Ef petta er rétt pa pydir pad jafnframt ad hafi & annad bord verid buid 1 Saltvik a

sama tima pa hafi sa bondi ekki att mikid undir sér.
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Fornleifaskraning i Reykjahverfi 2002-2003 hefur leitt i 1j6s 6venjulegan fjolda
eydibyla auk pess sem kerfi gardlaga er par dvenju pétt og heillegt. Er 1jost ad petta
svadi kallar 1 heild sinni & ndkvamari fornleifarannsoknir og geetu bajarstedin i Saltvik

reynst lykillinn ad skilningi & préun byggdar 4 pessu svaedi.
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Orri Vésteinsson

Summary

Some 450 m south of the modern farm Saltvik two or three ruin clusters are found on the
banks of two gullies. The most easterly is a cluster on the eastern bank of Gildrugil with
two elongated structures that could be halls. A trench dug into the more northerly of the
two shows that this was a dwelling and may have a hearth in the centre of the floor. This
structure was built after ~950 but had been intentionally collapsed long before the 15th
century. Traces of middens were not found in this cluster. Scattered around the two
elongated structures are several smaller ones, presumably outhouses and animal stalls.

Ca. 350 west of the cluster by Gildrugil there are two further clusters, on the
eastern bank of Myrarlag. The northern cluster has only two structures, both elongated
and could from their dimensions be halls. A trench dug into the smaller and more
southerly of the two showed it to be a sunken featured building which had been used for
only a short while, judging from the insubstantial floor layer. It is not certain that this
was a dwelling, but nothing was found that speaks against such an interpretation. Later
on the west wall of this structure was rebuilt or an inner face added and this happened
after ~950. The structure had collapsed completely long before the 15th century. South
of this structure a small midden was located but no traces of middens were found in the
vicinity of the larger of the two structures in this complex.

50-100 m further south, on the same side of Myrarlag there is a larger and more
complex cluster of buildings, with a hall-like structure in the centre. By its southwestern
corner there is an obviously sunken featured structure and a trench through this showed
that it had been abandoned and was long collpased in 1300. This structure had a
relatively thick floor layer. On the slope west of the hall a small midden was located.

On the highest point of the rise between Gildrugil and Myrarlag two graves have
been identified which were both robbed in the 15th century. Human bones were found in
both graves, one of which contained a male. In addition fragments of iron were found,
including some mich may come from a cauldron. The location, orientation and

furnishings of these graves clearly indicate that they are pagan burials.
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Apart from the iron fragments in the grave no diagnostic artefacts were found
during the investigations. Only a few scraps of iron and a piece of whalebone were
recovered. The preservation of organic remains seems to be poor in this area. Apart
from the whale-bone, which was badly decomposed, only burnt bones were retrieved,
suggesting that unburnt bones have disappeared. It is possible however that preservation

is different — and better — in micro?-environments like middens and floor layers.

Based on the shape of the buildings and the absence of any boundaries associated with
them it was expected that the ruin clusters by Gildrugil and Myrarldg would date to the
very earliest stage of the settlement process. At the present stage of the investigations
this cannot be precluded but it has been showed that these sites were still occupied after
~950. It is probable that all three clusters had been abandoned before 1300 but a
narrower age frame cannot be suggested at present. The pagan burials suggest that the
area had been settled before the 11th century but they may just as well be associated with
occupation of the site of the modern farm as the sites at Gildrugil and Myrarlag.

The available evidence suggests that both sites were farms. This is suggested by
the fuel residues, the floor layers and the out-buildings. On the other hand the indications
are that occupation of both sites was shortlived. This can be inferred from the apparently
limited extent of the middens and the absence of field boundaries. The number of out-
buildings, and evidence for rebuilding ad earlier phases suggests however that the
occupation cannot have been very shortlived, more in the line of a few decades.

Although it is hazardous to infer lenght of occupation from such elements, it seems that a
site like Hali, investigated by Bjarni F. Einarsson in 1994-95, with two elongated
structures but very few out-buildings and no field-boundaries, could be an example of a
site abandoned 1-10 years after its establishment whereas at Gildrugil and Myrarlag we
are looking at sites with an occupation span of 10-50 years.

Considering how conspicuous a feature earthworks and field-boundaries are in the
archaeology of the region, their absence at Gildrugil and Myrarldg must be assumed to
meant that the sites either did not develop long enough for such construction to become
necessary or that they predate some era of earthwork construction. The first option seems

more likely.
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At this stage little can be said about the relationship between the three sites,
Saltvik, Gildrugil and Myrarlag. It is possible that the sites at Gildrugil and Myrarlag are
not contemporary, that one is earlier than the other and both predate the site of Saltvik. In
that case we would be looking at successive attempts at finding a suitable location for the
same farm.

Another possibility is that all the sites were in use at the same time, which would
mean that this had at one point been a very densely populated area — an area which only
supported 5 souls in 1703. Such settlement density can hardly have been sustained by the
present land belonging to Saltvik. This scenario would then imply that this cluster had
access to a much larger tract of land than presently belonging to Saltvik — in essence
meaning that other contemporary farms could only have existed much further away than
was the case in later centuries — or the households of the cluster were sustained largely or
possibly exclusively by hunting and fishing.

A third possibility is that at least some of the buildings were some sort of
temporary camps for incomers, settlers from abroad. The out-buildings — suggesting
animal husbandry — would then indicate that this was not just a temporary shelter for the
first winter but a place where incomers could spend a few years, raising livestock and
negotiating access to farmland further inland.

Of course it is possible that the reality lies somewhere inbetween, e.g. that the
southern cluster of Myrarlag is an original farm site which was later moved to the present
site of Saltvik, while Gildrugil ould be a contemporary farm and the northern cluster at
Myrarlag temporary shelter for incoming settlers.

Birna Larusdéttir has shown that several routes converge by the homefield
boundary of Saltvik, just beside the site in Gildrugil. These routes may have influenced
the location of the burials as Adolf Fridriksson points out but they could also support the
idea that the sites by Gildrugil and Myrarldg are some sort of half-way camp for freshly
landed settlers. It is likely that people came ashore in Husavik, but also that the farmer,
or possibly chiefatain, there did not want to have large groups of people loitering around
his farm. It would have made sense for him to erect a camp as far away as possible from
his farm, just where the track inland splits into three main routes. This of course

presupposes that routes have stayed the same since the settlement period — which will be
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difficult to verify. It would also mean that if Saltvik was occupied as a farm at the same
time, that farmer would have been of little consequence.

Archaeological survey in Reykjahverfi — the district Saltvik belongs to — in 2002-
2003 has revealed a surprising number of abandoned farms, and the earthwork system is
particularly well preserved in this region too. These features await further study and it
seems clear that the sites in Saltvik will be a key to understanding of the development of

settlement in this part of the country.
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