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Samantekt

Hilmar Einarsson, eigandi jardarinnar Hringsdal i Arnarfirdi hafdi samband vid
Fornleifavernd rikisins i lok juli 2006 og tilkynnti a0 Eyjolfur brodir hans hefoi
fundid mannabein i Hringsdal. Fornleifavernd rikisins for & vettvang og kannadi
adstedur 1. agast 2006. Adolf Fridriksson kom 2. 4gust, og gerdi lauslega athugun a
vettvangi 1.-2. agust 2006. Dagana 15.-17. aguast voru leifar 2ja kumla grafnar upp.
Annad kumlid var at & sjdvarbakka og mjog illa farid af rofi. Par fundust leifar
mannabeina, brot Gr kambi Ur beini og leifar gripa ur jarni. Ekkert verour sagt um
umbunadinn par sem kumlid var ad mestu eytt af sjavarrofi og uppblestri.

Skammt sudvestan vid fundarstadinn reyndist vera 6hreyfd grof. Yfir henni lagu flatir
steinar, undir peim aflong grof. I henni fannst allheilleg beinagrind af karlmanni, og
eftirfarandi haugfé: ronaglar, sverd, skjaldarbdla, spjotsoddur, kambur, tinnumoli og
Okennilegir jarnmolar.

Frasagnir eru til um mannabeina- og forngripafundi i Hringsdal fra 19. og 20. 61d og
skammt fra baenum fannst vikingaaldarsverd arid 1950. Rannsékn hefur stadfest ad i
Hringsdal er ad finna kumlateig Ur heidni. Ohreyfda kumlid er mikilvaeg
vidbotarheimild um heidinn greftrunarsid og vopn 4 Islandi 4 peim tima. I pvi fannst

m.a. skjaldarbola af gerd R565, en st tegund hefur ekki fundist 4dur 4 {slandi.



Adolf Fridriksson: Fornleifarannsokn i Hringsdal 2006

Inngangur

Arid 2006 fundust bein og gripir i ljosum fjorusandi a sjavarbakka i Hringsdal i
Ketildolum i Arnarfirdi. Landeigandinn, Hilmar Einarsson, hafdi samband vid
Fornleifavernd rikisins i lok juli 2006 og tilkynnti beinafund. Fornleifavernd rikisins
for & vettvang og kannadi adstedur 1. agust 2006. Adolf Fridriksson kom 2. 4gust, og
gerdi lauslega athugun 4 vettvangi 1.-2. 4gtst 2006. Dagana 15.-17. 4gust voru leifar
2ja kumla grafnar upp.

[ pessari skyrslu er greint fra arangri rannsoknanna. Sagt verdur fra eldri frasdgnum
og minjafundum og pa fjallad um uppgroftinn 2006. Astrid Daxbock hefur rannsakad
vopnin sem fundust og Hildur Gestsdottir fornmeinafredingur gerdi athuganir &
beinum og er arangurinn birtur hér.

Vi0 uppgroftinn unnu Adolf Fridriksson og Eirikur Jonsson. Gudrin Alda Gisladottir
annadist gripaskraningu. Graham Langford hja Pjodminjasafni [slands sa um
forvorslu. Hofundur pakkar o6llum patttakendum lidveisluna. Sérstakar pakkir fa
Hilmar Einarsson og Kristin Finnsdottir i Hringsdal, og Gunnar Valdemarsson og

Vilborg Jonsdottir &4 Bildudal.



Hringsdalur

Mynd 1. Hringsdalur i Ketildélum i Arnarfirdi. Hvita doppan til vinstri & myndinni
synir hvar sverdid fannst arid 1950.

Fyrri athuganir og fornleifafundir

Adur en mannabein og gripir komu i 1j6s sumarid 2006 hafdi alloft verid getid um
hauga, mannvig, bein og haugfé i Hringsdal, en ekki fyrr en ni sem unnt var ad
stadfesta ad par veeru kuml ur heidnum sid.

[ skyrslu soknarprests um fornaldarleifar fra 1821 segir: "I Hringsdal, I Selardals sokn
er, utann til vid Tanid, V6llur, kalladur Bardaga-grund, og skammt par fra er Steirn,
kalladur Hrings steirn, 3. alnir 4 leingd og 2. alnir 4 heed, hja hvérjum Hringur bondi,
sem Beerinn liklega tekur Nafn af, hafi verid veiginn."" { soknalysingu fra 1840 segir:
"A svokalladri Bardagagrund i Hringsdal er haugur langur, sem Hringshaugur er
kalladur. Par er og nefnd Vighella, og finnst par nokkud af spjotabrotum og fleiru." |
lysingu fra 1873 segir: "Su er sogn, ad sa hafi Hringur heitid, er hér bjo fyrst, gildur
bondi, er att hafi dvildarmenn, er veittu honum heimsoékn og felldu hann i orustu eftir
frega vorn austur frd benum, og par 4 hann ad vera heygdur ad fornum sid a

"2

tanbakkanum."” Eitthvad munu 6rnefnin hafa skolast til i lysingum, en arid 1884

gerdi Bjorn M. Olsen all rekilega grein fyrir sognum um Hring og skodadi stadhzetti:

! Frasogur um fornaldarleifar, Rv. 1983, s. 408.
2 Soknalysingar Vestfjarda, Rv. 1952, 1, 241.



"

.. 1 Hringsdal voru mjer syndir 2 haugar, sem sagt var a0 veari Ur heidni. Annar
peirra er nefndur Hringshaugur, og er hann kenndur vid Hring nokkurn, sem menn
segja ad hafi verid landnamsmadur ... Hringshaugur heitir nt rjett ad segja nidur vid
sjo fyrir nedan Bardagagrund hina nedri, en Austmenn peir, sem fjellu, eru heygdir
svo sem 3 foOmum nedar nidri 4 sjdvarbakkanum, og er peirra haugur ni ad mestu
blasinn upp og par hafa fundizt mannabein. Jeg fann par 2 beinbrot og virtist ad
minnsta kosti annad vera ur manni. A Hringshaugi synast vera mannaverk, en ekki
hafdi jeg tima til ad rannsaka hann betur.”> Matthias Pérdarson fridlysti stadinn &rid
1930. 1 6rnefnaskra er petta m.a. nefnt: "Frammi 4 bokkum skammt inn og upp af
Hreggnasa eru steinhledslur og lag rust, heitir Hringshaugur, pvi ad sagt er, ad parna
s¢ Hringur heygdur. Nu er haugurinn mjog blasinn upp, og hafa mannabein oft
fundist par, t.d. s ég bein par 17. juni 1935, pegar 6rnefni pessi voru skrasett. Sagt er
og, a0 sverdbrot hafi fundist vid eda i Hringshaug og hafi verid buinn til ur pvi hnifur.
Svo hafi madur skorid sig 4 hnifnum, en s skurdur hafi verido lengi ad gréa.Fyrir
nedan Hringshaug er Vor." [ annarri rnefnalysingu er pessa getid: 1942: "I
Hringsdalstuni er einnig 6rnefni, sem kallad er Hringsleidi og er sagt, ad Hringur sé
par heygour. Hvad sem heft kann ad vera i sdgum pessum, pa er pad vist, ad fyrir
faum aratugum, er brim braut nedan Gr bokkunum fyrir nedan Bardagagrund, fundust
oft mannabein, er hrundu nidur ur bokkunum." Arid 1950 fannst i Hringsdal sverd vid
vegagero:

"Haustio 1950 voru vegagerdarmenn ad vinnu utan vid tinid i Hringsdal ... Voru par
melar blasnir, skammt innan vid & pa, er fellur rétt utan vid tinid, og var ytt um pad
bil 10-15 sm pykku lagi saman i gard undir veginn. ...I gardinum, sem saman var ytt,
fann einn verkamannanna, Marind6 Magnusson fra Bildudal, rydgad sverd eda
sverdshluta. Engin verksummerki voru sjaanleg né heldur fundust fleiri gripir, enda
litt eda ekki eftir leitad.” Kristjan Eldjarn rannsakadi sverdid en i Iysingu hans er ekki
a0 finna nanari frasogn um fundarstadinn. Hoéfundur pessarar skyrslu leitadi til eins af
vegagerdamonnunum sem voru vid vinnu i Hringsdal 1950, Gunnar Valdemarsson fra
Bildudal. Gunnar visadi héfundi a stadinn sumarid 2006. Sverdid hafoi ekki fundist
nidur & bokkunum hjé meintum haugum fyrir nedan og austan bainn, heldur um 450

m VSV vid pa. Vestan vid tinid i Hringsdal ganga &valir malarhryggir nidur ar

3 Bjorn M. Olsen, Arbok fornleifafélagsins 1885, s. 21. Svipud frasogn e i Vestfirzkum sgnum, 1.
bindi, Rvk. 1933-37, s. 2-4.
* Kristjan Eldjarn: “Fornaldarsverd fra Hringsdal”. Arbok Bardarstrandarsyslu 111, 1950, s. 5.



dalnum og nidur ad sj6. Milli tinsins og Hringsdalsar sem er vestan (p.e. utan) tans,
eru tveir slikir hryggir. Pegar vegurinn var lagdur med strondinni arid 1950 og vestur
yfir Hringsdalsd, var tekid framan ur pessum hryggjum. Ad sdogn Gunnars fannst
sverdid ofan og fremst 4 rananum sem er ner tininu, skammt sunnan vid vegarstedid
(sja mynd 1). Er pad um 220 m i NV frd ba. Nu hefur talsverd mol verio tekin ur
hryggjunum og stadurinn sem sverdid fannst & er horfinn. Gunnar stadfesti ad ekkert
annad hafi fundist nema sverdid og engin ummerki um ad par hafi verid grof, heldur

eins og gripurinn hafi glatast eda gleymst par upp 4 hryggnum.

Uppgroéftur og athuganir sumario 2006

Pjodleidin um Ketildali liggur med strondinni. Pegar komid er i Hringsdal ad austan
er farid fyrir Hringsdalsnip, og yfir lagt holt. Blasir pa vido breid, sendin vik, og
bearinn upp af vikinni, en tangi gengur fram vestan hennar og heitir Hreggnasi. bott
bratt s¢ nidur af nesinu ofan i fjoru, liggja pykk 16g af ljosum fjérusandi uppi 4 nesinu
og teygja sig i att til holtanna undir fjallsr6tum, par sem vegurinn liggur. Sandurinn er
a0 mestu grasi groinn, en vida eru rofblettir og nidur 4 sjavarbokkunum eru skord og
geilar med haum brunum, sem skerast inn i bakkana. Beinin h6fou fundist 1 geil sem
14 austan i nordurodda tangans, rétt nedan vid habungu hans, um 320 m sudaustan vid
bainn i Hringsdal. Par beint niduraf er Vor, sem s6go er hafa verid adallendingastadur

Hringsdalsmanna til 1870.°

> Ornefnaskra Hringsdals, Ornefnastofnun {sl, opr.



Mynd 2. Teikningin synir afstddu kumla 1 og 2.

Kuml 1

Fundarstadurinn var i rofi efst 1 brottum sjdvarbakkanum. Rofid n4di i gegnum sendin
afokslog og nidur & ohreyfdan moldarjardveg. Par voru nokkrir steinar, en 6vist ad
peir hafi tilheyrt kumli. Engin grof fannst, en nokkud regluleg brin eda prep 14 i
bakkanum, fra NV til SA. Ma vera ad pad hafi verid nordvesturhlid grafar sem
gripirnir beinin komu ur. Vid tindum saman beinaleifarnar og gripina. Hildur
Gestsdottir hefur rannsakad beinin og telur 59 bein og brot, sem getu 61l verid ur
sama einstaklingi. Hun alitur ad beinin séu r konu, 25-40 ara. Sum beinin eru mjog
vedrud og pvi 1jost ad kumlid hefur verid ad blasa upp a 1ongum tima. Med beinunum

fannst eftirfarandi haugfé:



2006:1. 4 jarnbrot.

2006:2. Kambur ur beini, brotinn, skreyttur med tvofoldu fléttumunstri, okar settir
saman med jarnnoglum.

2006:3. Sivalningslaga brot Gr 6pekktum hlut r beini eda horni.

2006:4. Jarnbrot.

Ofan 4 sandinum nokkra metra fra kumli 1 voru tveir lausafundir, ronagli (2006:23)
og 6ngull (2006:24). Rénaglinn geeti hafa verid i kumli 1 eda 60ru kumli, en 6ngullinn
er vaentanlega frd 19. eda 20. 6ld.

Ekki er unnt ad segja hvort kumlid hafi verid rent, og ekki er utilokad ad beinin og
gripirnir komi ur fleiri en einni grof. Nattiran hefur umturnad grafarstadinu svo

gersamlega ad ur pessu verdur ekki skorid.

e ———— —— — I

. Mynd 3. Kuml 2 fyrir
) uppgroft.

Kuml 2

A Islandi finnast kuml ymist stok, eda nokkur saman a teig. Pott stoku kumlin virdist
algengari, er pad svo ad flest peirra hafa fundist fyrir tilviljun og ekki avallt gengid ur

skugga um hvort hja peim leynist fleiri grafir. Af fyrri frdsdgnum og fundaradsteedum

10



Mynd 4. Steinar yfir kumli 2.

i Hringsdal ad dema hefur

nE
N Y . .
w par verid kumlateigur, sem
7
— \/,’7\. . , ,
i Y /1 hefur verid ad blasa upp a
|
' - ~ O || , "
' ,&/\‘J J sidustu 6ldum. Hefur hann
v \_J LA
1 P . . F e
~ veri0 leiksoppur nattarunnar,
3 f h \ ~
L N ) -
< \ D . : .
= N4 _ - 0 mist vardveist undir
PR \/4 ?{,Lj: J &y
YA <N ()| bykkum sandlogum  eda
] 7 W N
N VAY J spillst i rofi og vedrun. Innar
ALY 5O S
A :‘}# A SO/ 1 skardinu 1 sjavarbakkann
L P .
par sem  kumlaleifarnar
T , o . ’
S = fundust, lagu stoku steinar a
100 om O vid og dreif i sandinum, en

engin ummerki Onnur um
moguleg kuml. Vid dkvadum ad hreinsa botninn i geilinni og var allur laus sandur
skafinn burtu en steinarnir latnir standa. Um 5 m sudvestan vid kumlid kom i 1j6s
steinhella og oregluleg r6d af steinum, sem gekk undir sandstalid til nordvesturs. Var
pa nordurbakki sandgryfjunnar grafinn fra og kom pa i 1jos ad steinar6din hélt afran
lengra til nordvesturs. Framundan sudvesturenda hellunnar st6d rydgadur, oddmjor
hlutur. Pegar hellunni var lyft blasti vid efri hluti mannabeinagrindur og oddmjoi
hluturinn reyndist vera spjotsoddur. begar steinarnir voru fjarlaegdir matti sja ad peir
voru lagdir ofan i og ofan & brin aflangrar grafar, sem sneri NV til SA. Dalitid
holrymi var milli steinanna og innihalds grafarinnar. Ekkert grjot var i fyllingu
hennar, heldur dokk mold, med flyksum af forsdgulegri gjosku, baedi ljosri og dokkri,
og fingerdri mol, peirri somu og kumlid var grafid nidur i. Ljost var ad ekki hafoi
verid hreyft vid grofinni, en liklegt er ad yfir henni hafi verid haugur sem hafi blasid
burtu. Grofin var um 195 sm 16ng, 72 sm breid i sudausturenda, en 40 sm breid i
nordvesturenda. Hun var jafndjip, um 45 sm og slétt i botninn, hlidar beinar, en
vikkudu dalitid ut vid efri bran. I grofinni 14 beinagrind ur manni. H6fdid var i
sudausturenda, og hafdi fallid nidur 4 bringu. Madurinn hefur verid lagdur 4 bakio,

med hagri handlegg beinan og nidur med sidunni, en pann vinstri krepptan yfir kvid

11



Fr———————————-——"——-"""7 Mynd 5  Kuml 2,
b uppgrafia.

. og lagu hendurnar saman
. hagra megin vid mjodm.

Vinstri fotur 14 beinn, en
)| haegri fotleggur krepptur

/' um hné og foturinn 14 ofan

4 vinstra faeeti. Beinin eru

ur karlmanni, sem liklega

. 3
O&, | hefur verid 36-45 éra (sja
FAN ) |

T &) ' greinargerd Hildar

Gestsdottur um  beinin).

Med honum var eftirfarandi haugfé:

2006: 5. RO af nagla tr jarni, fannst ofan a bringubeinum.

2006:6. 2 ronaglar ur jarni, fundnir 4 sama stad og nr. 5.

2006:7. Ronagli ur jarni med vidarleifum, brotinn, fra sama stad og nr 5.

2006:8. 2 jarnbrot, fra sama stad og nr 5.

2006:9. 2 jarnbrot, fra sama stad og nr 5.

2006:10. Brot ur koparblondu, fra sama stad og nr 5.

2006:11. Ronagli ur jarni med vidarleifum, brotinn, fra sama stad og nr 5.

2006:12. Jarnnagli med vidarleifum, brotinn, fra sama stad og nr 5.

2006:13. Ronagli med vidarleifum, fra sama stad og nr 5

2006:14. Ronagli med vidarleifumm, fra sama stad og nr 5.

2006:15. 2 jarnbrot med vidarleifum, fannst vid vinstri hlid mannsins, milli sidunnar
og sverosins.

2006:16. 4 jarnbrot med vidarleifum, fannst vid vinstri hlid mannsins, milli sidunnar
og sverosins.

2006:17. Brot af grarri tinnu, fannst vid nara.

12



2006:18. Sverd, tr jarni, vidarleifar 4 peirri hlid er sneri upp. La flatt, hjoltu 4 vinstri
oxl1, oddur vid hné. Q-gerd.

2006:19. Skjaldarbdla, ur jarni, R-565, vidarleifar, fannst ofan 4 brjostinu midju.
2006:20. 2 jarnbrot, liklega hnifur eda alur, med vidarleifum, fannst vinstra megin a
kvid.

2006:21. Spjotsoddur ur jarni, H-gerd, fannst vinstra megin vid h6fudid.

2006:22. Kambur 1r beini, brotinn, fannst innan i vinstri mjodm.

Mynd 6. Kuml 2 og haugfé

Fundir nr 5 til 14 1agu saman ofan 4 og 4 milli bringubeina. Peir gaetu flestir eda allir
verid Ur sama hlut, t.a.m. festingar 4 skildinum, sbr. skjaldarbolan nr 19. Sverdid,
spjotid og bolan eru vel vardveitt og eru fra seinni hluta 10. aldar eda dndverdri 11.

0ld, sja greinarerd Astrid Daxbdck.

13



Gudran Alda Gisladéttir: FUNDASKRA / FINDS

Kuml 1

F1 2.8.2006. Iron, 4 pieces. 8,8 cm x 2,1 cm x 0,9 cm
From Kuml 1, but not in situ, in brown, clayish soil, beneath loose sand, and together
with human bones.

F 2, 2.8.2006. Bone, 6 pieces. Kuml 1, but not in situ, in brown, clayish soil, beneath
loose sand, and together with human bones. Broken bone comb, decorated with two
strands of ribbon patterns, each strand made of two intertwined ribbons. Iron nails
used to fix the comb together.

F3, 2.8.2006. Bone or horn, 1 piece, 1,4 x 1,1 cm. Kuml 1, but not in situ, in brown,
clayish soil, beneath loose sand, and together with human bones. Worked piece of
bone or horn, slightly cylindrical.

F 4, 2.8.2006, Iron object, broken, 5,1x1,4x0,6 cm. . Kuml 1, but not in situ, in brown,
clayish soil, beneath loose sand, and together with bones.

Kuml 2

F 5. 16.8.2006. Iron nail, rivet, remains of wood. 2,5x2,2 cm. Diamond shaped rivet.
In kuml 2, inside grave, on top of lower rib cage of the skeleton. From the shield?
F6, 16.8.2006. 2 iron nails and rivets, piece of wood. 4,7x2,4 cm. In kuml 2, location
same as F5 . From the shield?

F7,16.8.2006. 1 iron nail and rivet, piece of wood. Broken. In kuml 2, location same
as F5 From the shield?

F8, 16.8.2006. 2 iron object. 2,4x1,4 cm. In kuml 2, location same as F5 From the
shield?

F9, 16.8.2006. iron object. 3,3x2,2x1,1cm. In kuml 2, location same as F5 From the
shield?

F10, 16.8.2006. piece of copper-alloy. 1,4x0,3x0,2. In kuml 2, location same as F5
From the shield?

F11, 16.8.2006. 1 iron nail and rivet, piece of wood. Broken. 2,6x2,4x1,4 cm. In kuml
2, location same as F5. From the shield?

F12, 16.8.2006. 1 iron nail, piece of wood. Broken, 2,6x2,4x2,4 cm. In kuml 2,
location same as F5 From the shield?

F13,16.8.2006. 1 iron nail and rivet, piece of wood. 2,1x1,1x1,0 cm. In kuml 2,
location same as F5. From the shield?

F14, 16.8.2006. 1 iron nail and rivet, piece of wood. 3,4x2,5 cm. In kuml 2, location
same as F5. From the shield?

F15, 16.8.2006. 2 pieces of iron, wood remains. In kuml 2, on the man’s left hand
side, between the flank and the sword.

F16, 16.8.2006. 4 pieces of iron, wood remains. In kuml 2, on the man’s left hand
side, between the flank and the sword.

14



F17, 16.8.2006. 1 piece of flint, gray. 1,7x1,2x0,4 cm In kuml 2, near the groin.

F18, 16.8.2006. iron sword, wood remains (on the side facing up). Probably Q. In
kuml 2, hilts lying on left shoulder, down to left knee.

F19, 16.8.2006. iron shield boss, wood remains. In kuml 2, lying on top of the breast,
in the middle.

F20, 16.8.2006. iron knife or awl, broken in 2 pieces, wood remains. In kuml 2, just
to the left of the middle of the stomach area.

F21, 16.8.2006. Spear head, probably G/H type. In kuml 2, lying to the man’s left
side, at the hight of the head.

F22, 16.8.2006. Bone comb, broken. In kuml 2, on the inside of the left hip.

Lausafundir /stray finds

F23.,2.8.2006. Iron, nail and rivet, 2 pieces, 3,4 x 1,4 cm. Found in sandy area,
outside burials, could have belonged to Kuml 1.
F24, 15.8.2006. iron hook, 6,8 cm long, probably modern.
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Astrid Daxbo6ck: The Weapons from Hringsdalur,
Arnarfjérour, 2006

Two pagan burials have been excavated at Hringsdalur in Arnarfjordur, kuml 1 in
2005 and kuml 2 in 2006. Kuml 2 was undisturbed and all artefacts in situ.

Because of the poor preservation conditions for metal at Hringsdalur the weapons and
other iron artefacts are badly corroded.

Conservation work was concluded by the National Museum of Iceland. The artefacts
were x-rayed and a CT scan of the sword taken.

Fig 1. The Hringsdalur sword.

Sword

The sword, find 18, was on the left side of the body— the hilt laid on the shoulder and
the blade down to the knee.

Like all other viking age swords found in Iceland® this sword has a double-edged
blade and belongs to Petersen’s Type Q.

Type Q is seen as a variant of Type M but has slightly curving guards. The lower
guard of later swords of Type Q can be longer than those of the older examples.’
Mikael Jakobsson classified the viking age swords on the basis of 6 design principles
related on the shape and form of the hilts and assigns Jan Petersen’s types to his
groups. According to Jakobsson swords of Type Q belong to the design principles 4 (“
Absence of pommel”)® and 5 (“Bent bottom hilt”).’

The overall length of the sword is 937 mm. The hilt is 149 mm. The lower guard is
137 mm long and the upper guard is 77 mm. The width of the blade right under the
lower guard is 62 mm.

Though the sword is badly corroded it is complete. The tip is broken between 66,3-
68,3 cm down from the lower guard. Circa 9 cm from the lower guard it was noticed
that a piece of the edge of the blade was broken off at one side of the blade; this
damage had occured in antiquity.

% Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp. 330.
" Petersen 1919, pp. 137.

¥ Jakobsson 1992, pp. 45-49.

? Jakobsson 1992, pp. 49-55.
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The sides of the upper guard are slightly curved. Both ends turn up and have a square
cross-section. The lower guard also has curved sides but its ends point down.

The blade gently tapers to a quite rounded tip and has a wide fuller. Along its length
the blade is wave-rippled, deformation possibly caused by the pressure of the soil.

Wooden remains are preserved on the blade - in particular on the upper half. As the
wooden remains are only up to the lower guard it can be assumed that the wood is
from the scabbard. No remains of leather or textile of a scabbard binding were noticed
and no wooden remains of the scabbard were left on the blade’s underside. This can
be explained by the fact that this side laid on the decaying body and decomposed with
it.

The sword blade itself showed no decoration, pattern welding or inscriptions.

The sword from Hringsdalur is very similar to one found at Kjerven, Lunner,
Oppland, in Norway (C19763 - Universitetets Oldsaksamling, Oslo)."” It gives a good
idea how the Hringsdalur-sword might have looked in its original condition.

Swords of Type Q are most commonly found in Norway and they chiefly appear in
the mid and late 10th century but disappear within the first half of the 11th century."!

Three swords of Petersen’s Type Q have been found previously in Iceland. Two of
them are from burials Silastadir, Glasibajarhreppur (Pjms. 13736)'* and Bringa,
Ongulsstadahreppur (Pjms. 12099)" and one is a strayfind recovered in Kjalhraun
(Pjms. 12152)."* The swords of Type Q and of Type M are now the most common
sword-types in this country."

Another sword from Hringsdalur is already known. It was found during road
construction work in the autumn of 1950 and the find location of the sword is close to
kuml 1 and kuml 2.

This sword is poorly preserved, with only the hilt and part of the blade remaining. No
further artefacts or features were noticed which might suggest a burial. As no further
circumstances of this find are known it is only possible to date this sword by its type.
It belongs to Type M and it can be dated to the second part of the 9th century. This
group of swords had its floruit around 900 and disappears in the mid 10™ century.'®

1% Graham-Campbell 1980, pp. 70, fig. 248, pp. 244.
Peirce 2002, pp. 94.

" Petersen 1919, pp. 136-140.

12 Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp. 181ff and 326 ff.
13 Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp. 189 and 328.

' Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp. 330.

'3 Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp. 323-331.

' Eldjarn 1950, pp.5-10.

Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp. 330.
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Fig 2. Spearhead from Hringsdalur

Spearhead

Find 21 is a spearhead which was also located on the man’s left side next to the head.
It can be identified as Petersen’s Type H. Characteristics for this type are the wide,
long-triangular blade, a simple socket and a knob between the socket and the blade."”

The spearhead’s total length is 198 mm, of which the blade is 149 mm and the socket
is 49 mm. The width of the blade is 39 mm and the outer diameter of the damaged
socket is 17 mm.

The spearhead is very corroded but in better condition than the sword and the
shieldboss. The mouth of the socket is broken off thus its fully length is unknown but
its original length was likely to be approximately 225 mm.

Because of the broken socket it is not possible to say much about the fastening to the
shaft, but it was probably secured with a nail (icel.: geirnagli).

No wooden remains of the shaft are preserved in the socket.

The blade has a raised mid-rib and is rhombic in section.

A wave-like pattern between edge and core lies under a layer of corrosion and
therefore is only visible on the x-ray. This pattern is called “wolf’s teeth pattern” by
Kristine Creutz.'® The pattern on the spearhead from Hringsdalur corresponds to a
pattern-welding of group 1 according to Jiiri Selirand" but it also has additional
“wolf’s teeth”. Spearheads with this pattern-welding are known in Finland and
Estonia, and Bergljot Solberg dated it to the 10" and 11" centuries.”

Though there is a discussion going on about if this kind of pattern should be
considered as a pattern-welding or if it is an edging weld resp. edge joint for both
decorative purposes and to strengthen the cutting edges as it is suggested by Lena
Thélin Bergman.?!

17 Petersen 1919, pp.29ff, fig. 19.
'8 Creutz 2003, pp. 36 and 84.

1% Creutz 2003, pp. 44, fig. 3:4.
2% Creutz 2003, pp. 36.

2! Creutz 2003, pp. 36.
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Furthermore the run of the blade is short and slightly curved. X-ray indicates that the
tri-partite knob between the socket and the blade is moulded. No other decoration was
noted.

Only few spearheads of Type H are known in Scandinavia but those found have a
wide distribution. It can be dated to the second part til the end of the 10th century and
continues into the 11th century.”

Two other spearheads of Type H are known in Iceland.”> One was found with the
sword of Type Q at Bringa, Ongulsstadahreppur, (Pjms. 12100)** (see above), and the
other is a strayfind from Arnarvatn (Pjms: 2393).> The Hringsdalur-spearhead is the
smallest one amongst them.

Shieldboss

The shieldboss, find 19, is in a similar poor condition although completly preserved. It
can be identified as Type Rygh 565 (short R565).%

Shieldbosses of that type are sub-conical in their shape with no neck but occasionally
have an apical knob, as in this case.”’

The diameter of the Hringsdalur-shieldboss is 139 mm, the flange takes in 11-18 mm
and its overall height is 87 mm. On top of the boss is an apical knob of 10-11 mm in
diameter and 8 mm in length.

Wooden remains, presumably from the shield board, are preserved at the underside of
the flange and the x-ray showed two - possibly three - rivets.

Shieldbosses of type R565 are not common, for example only two are known from
Birka.”®

This type is dated to the 10th century by Jan Petersen” but his dating is critized by
Arne, Arwidsson and others.*

Thalin Bergman and Arrhenius 2005, 34.

22 Petersen 1919, pp. 29ff, fig.19.

Kempke 1991, pp 15-17.

Westphalen 2002, pp. 234.

3 Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp. 342.

** Eldjarn 1950, pp.5-10.

Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp. 189, fig. 186.
% Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp. 339, fig. 186.
26 Rygh 1885, pp. 30.

T Arwidsson 1986, pp.40.

* Arwidsson 1986, pp. 40.

See also Arbman 1949, plate 17, fig. 6.

¥ Petersen 1919, pp. 47.

% Arwidsson 1986, pp.38f.
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13 shieldbosses from the Viking Age have been found in Iceland including 8 of type
R562 and possibly two as R563. The others could not be identified as they were too
fragmented”".

Therefore the shieldboss from Hringsdalur represents the very first find of a type
R565 in Iceland.

Fig 3. The Hringsdalur Shieldboss, type Rygh 565.

Nails, rivets and other metal objects

Finds 5 to 14, nails and rivets, were retrieved from kuml 2. They were situated on top
of the lower rib cage. Find 8 could be part of a rivet, find 9 could possibly be a
fastening or a fitting. Find 10, a tiny piece of copper alloy, could not be identified.

It is probable that not all these items are from the shieldboss or shieldboard. Although
they were found together in the same place, they were not regularly arranged as they
would have been if they were fastenings of the shieldboss and/or shieldgrip or indeed
part of the shield-decoration.

Finds 15 and 16 are from the left side of the body, found between the flank of the
body and the sword. Those finds are of unidentifiable iron fragments. It can though be
assumed by the location of those fragments that they could be pieces of a scabbard
belt or clothing.

Discussion

Weapons are an important source of information in archaecology. As the combination
of arms and weapons changes through time it is in general good for dating. They
reflect to a certain degree changing ways of fighting and tactics, in addition to

3! Eldjarn and Fridriksson 2000, pp.350.
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traditions and preferences for certain kind of weapons, and influences by neigbours®>
and the important role played by trading connections.

The same combination of a sword of Type Q and a spearhead of Type H is known
from the burial at Bringa, Ongulsstadahreppur,” noted above. Kristjan Eldjarn dated
this burial to the end of the 10th century.”* The weapon burial from Hringsdalur can
also be dated to the late 10™ century on basis of its weapons-combination.
Shieldbosses of type R565 are generally dated to the end of the Viking Age and
therefore fit into this timeframe as it is not very suitable for dating in itself. In general
it can be said that the weapons in kuml 2 indicate a male burial which is for Icelandic
conditions quite rich equipped and point to a certain social status of the buried person
of possibly scandinavian origin.
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Hildur Gestsdottir: Mannabein

Inngangur

Tvo kuml voru grafin upp i Hringsdal sumarid 2006. Par af eitt sem hafoi blasid upp
(kuml 1) og eitt 6snert (kuml 2).

Aodferdafraedi

Markmid rannsoknarinnar 4 mannabeinunum Ur Hringsdal fyrir pessa
framvinduskyrslu voru tvipatt. [ fyrsta lagi ad finna minnstan mogulegan fjolda
einstaklinga i hreyfda kumlinu og i 60ru lagi ad athuga vardveislu, greina kyn og
lifaldur, reikna likamshad og skra allar paer meinafraedilegar breytingar sem sjast a
beinunum par sem par var hagt.

Til ad finna minnsta mogulega fjoldi einstaklinga (minimum number of individuals,
MNI) pa eru beinin flokkud, og ef moguleiki er, beinum ur sama einstakling radad
saman, t.d. vid lidamét eda hagra og vinstra bein Ur sama einstakling. Einnig eru
flokkud 1 sundur bein sem eru greinilega ekki Gr sama einstaklingum t.d. 4 sitthvorum
aldri, af sitt hvoru kyni eda mikill sterdarmunur. Til ad dkveda MNI er algengasta
beinid talid.

begar unnid er med heilar beinagrindur, pa er hverri

beinagrind var gefid stig fyrir vardveislu, fra 1-5 (sja toflu 1). Gr?de Pres>egr(;loa;1tion
Vid greiningu & vardveislu var ekki einungis horft & pad 2
. . . , 2 75-90%
magn beins sem hafdi vardveist, heldur frekar & hversu
. . , 3 50-75%
audveldlega er haegt ad framkvama beinafraedilega rannsokn 4 30-50%
a beinagrindinni. 3 <30%

Kyngreining byggdist 4 eins morgum af eftirfarandi Tafla 1. Vardveisla

adferoum og vardveisla leyfdi. Kyngreinandi einkenni &

hofudkiipu og mjadmagrind (sja t.d. Buikstra & Ubelaker, 1994; Schwartz, 1995 og
Walrath et al., 2004) og melingar 4 nokkrum 1i0fl6tum bornar saman vid stadla fra
Bass (1995) og Brothwell (1981).

Lifaldur var greindur med pvi ad nota eins margar af eftirfarandi adferdum og
vardveisla leyfoi. Adferd Lovejoy et al. (1985) vid aldursgreiningu a eyrnafleti
mjadmarspada, Suchey-Brooks adferd vid aldursgreiningu & lifbeini (Brooks &
Suchey, 1990) og sameining hdéfudkipusauma (Meindl & Lovejoy, 1985 og
Nawrocki, 1997).
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Utreikningar 4 likamshad var byggd 4 malingum 4 leggjarbeinum borin saman vid
stadla fra Trotter (1970).

Nidurstéour

bar sem ad einungis er um eina heila og hluta ur ad minnsta kosti einni beinagrind til
viobotar ad reda er ekki haegt ad vinna neinar tolfredilegar nidurstéour, og pvi verdur
fjallad um hvort kuml fyrir sig.

Kuml 1

Alls fundust 59 bein sem hagt var ad greina sem mannabein 1 kumli 1 (frekari
upplysingar er ad finna i vidauka 1). Oll pessi bein voru hreyfd ur stad, og morg
hofou vedrast, sem bendir til ad pau hafa legid & yfirbordi i einhvern tima. Minnsti
mogulegi fjoldi einstaklinga (MNI) Gr kumlinu var einn, og bendir rannsdknin til pess
ad séu petta leifar eins einstaklings. Pau brot sem vardveittust af hofudkupu og
mjadmabeini baru kvenkyns einkenni, og bentu malingar 4 upparmleggsbeini lika til
pess ad um konu veri ad reda. Aldursgreinandi breytingar 4 tannglerungi,
spjaldhrygg og eyrnafleti mjadmabeins bentu til pess ad hin hafi verid 4 aldrinum 25-
40. Einungis var haegt ad mala haegra upparmleggsbein, sem benti til pess ad hun
hafi verid um 159sm 4 had. Einu meinafredilegu breytingarnar sem skradar voru
tannsteinsmyndun 4 tonnum, igerd i beini nedan vid vinstri pridja jaxt i efri gobm og
sma aukinn gljupleiki 4 neerfleti skoflungs (6vist hvor hlid), en pé svo litid ad ekki
veri haegt ad greina gigt.

Kuml 2

Vardveisla: Flest beinin voru til stadar, og litid var um ad pau hefou flagnad eda
brotnad (2)

Kyn: Kyngreinandi einkenni 4 hofudkipu og mjadmagrind, svo og melingar a
lidfletum bendir til pess ad pessi einstaklingur hafi verido karlkyns.

Lifaldur: Sameining

hauskupusauma og breytingar 4
eyrnafleti & lifbeini bentu til pess
ad einstaklingurinn hefur verid 4
aldrinum 35-45 ara

Likamshaed: . Haegt var ad mela
oll  leggjarbein, og  vard

nidurstadan a0 likamshaxd hefur

verid 167+4sm

Kuml 1. Hryggjarlidslos, pridji lendarlidur
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Meinafradilegar breytingar: b6 nokkrar meinafraeedilegar breytingar voru skradar a
beinagrindinni Gr kumli 2 sem flestar matti tengja einhverskonar averkum.

Averkar: bad er hryggjarlidslos (e. spondylolisis) 4 pridja lendarlid, p.e. lidboginn
hefur brotnad af lidbolnum, og ekki sameinast aftur. Badir hlutar beinsins eru
vardveittir, og ny beinamyndun & brotinu bendir til pess ad petta brot hafi att sér stad
16ngu fyrir dauda. Hryggjalidslos tengist oftast einhverskonar endurteknu alagi a
hrygginn, og algengast er pad gerist & unglingsdrum (Roberts & Manchester, 1995).
Frekari merki um averka 4 hrygginn er ad finna 4 fyrsta & 6drum, attunda & niunda
og ellefta og tolfta brjostlid, en 4 6llum pessum lidum hefur myndast aukalidur (e.
pseudoarthrosis) a milli pvertinda; hacgra megin a fyrsta & 6drum og ellefta & tolfta
og vinstra megin 4 milli attunda & niunda. Einhver merki eru um hrérnun & 6llum
aukalidunum. betta bendir til ad smavegileg skekkja hefur verid komin i hrygg
einstaklingsins, hiin hefur att sér stad 16ngu fyrir dauda, og ekki er haegt ad ttloka ad
hun tengist hrygglidarlosinu.

A midjum framlaga hluta haegri leerleggs er Smm hntidur, 8x42mm ad staerd.
Hnuaourinn er sléttur, og engin merki um beinabreytingar. Rontgenmynd var tekinn af
beininu, en nidurstddur ur myndgreiningu voru 0sértakar, og liklegast er petta merki

um bladingu undir

beinhimnu vegna
einhverskonar 4verka a
fotlegginn®. Pessi averki
hefur pa att sér stad 16ngu
fyrir dauda.

Ein mid- og fjarleg kjuka
tda hafa sameinast. Oll
beinamyndun i kring um
sameininguna er péttbein,

pannig ad petta hefur gerst

16ngu fyrir dauda.

Kuml 1. Hnaéur a leerleqg.

Liklegast er ad petta sé¢

afleiding averka, hugsanlega beinbrots.

> Rontgenmynd var tekinn 4 Réntgendeild Landspitala, og veitti Pétur Hannesson rontgenlaknir

radgjof vid greiningu.
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Horgulsjukddémar: Aukinn
gljupleiki 4 ennisbeinum (€.
porotic hyperososis) og i
augntoftum (e. cribra
orbitalia) benda til pess ad
pessi einstaklingur hafi lidid
télvuvardann jarnskort sem
barn (Roberts &
Manchester, 1995).

AExIi: A framlaega hluta

Kuml 1. Gljupleiki & ennisbeini (jarnskortur)

hagri hvirfilsbeins er

gookynja beinaxli (e. button osteoma), 5Smm i pvermal, Imm pykkt.Annad: Bein
pessa einstaklings eru dberandi finlegt, beinin gronn og allar vodvafestingar litlar.
Einnig sjéast engin merki um alagstengdar hrornunar 4 lidum, sem allt bendir til pess
ad pessi einstaklingur hefur ekki purft ad vinna mikla erfidisvinnu.

Tennur: Allar tennur eru til stadar og eru allar med 1-2 stigs tannsteinsmyndun.
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Vidauki 1 — Kuml 1

Bone Segment Side | Condition Unit | Analysis Age | Sex | CT | NMI
Temporal Tympanic Left | Some flaking, B1 Suprameatal crest & Ad. | F.
squamous part mastoid = F
missing 1 1
Maxilla Alveolar Left | Mainly alveolar B2 Palate shape = F. M1 tooth | <35 | F.
bone portion & palate. wear grade 3* Teeth. 12 &
Bone whitened PM2 absent PM; 11, M2 &
due to exposure M3 absent AM. C, PM2 &
M1 present, grade 1-2
calculus. Abscess below
M3, cloaca buccal. 1 1
Zygomatic Medial Right B3 Zygomatic process & Ad. | F.
Complete Left B3 shape =F 2 1
Cranium Fragments ? Unidentified B2 n/a n/a
cranial fragments,
all whitened due
to exposure 3 1
Mandible Right n/a Includes head B3 Ad. | n/a
ramus 1 1
Cervical Cl1, process n/a Process and B3 Ad. | n/a
vertebra fragment of arch.
C2, n/a B3
complete
C3, n/a | Arch with Bl
fragments fragment of B3
of arch superior body and
process 3 1
C1-C3 articulate
Thoracic Probably n/a Slight damage to B3 Ad. | n/a
vertebra TI, anterior body
complete
Probably n/a Slight damage to Bl
T3, anterior body
complete
2 arches, n/a Flaked, parts of n/a
mid T inferior articular
region processes of both
preserved
T12, arch n/a All processes n/a
except upper left
present 5 1
Sacrum S1 n/a Body, processes B4 S1 & S2 unfused <35 | n/a
and R. Alae
Arch n/a Small flaked part | B3
of arch 2 1
Ribs 34 10™ Right | Flaked head ends | B3 Ad. | n/a
of 3 ribs
1 Left | Head missing B3
310" Left | Flaked headends | Bl
of 4 ribs, those B2
from B2 are
whitened
Body ? Whitened body n/a
fragments (x5) B3
B4 13 1
Scapula Glabella Right | Includes B3 Ad. | n/a
accromion,
coracoid &
proximal part of
glenoid cavity 1 1
Clavicle Shaft Right | Sternal end B3 Ad. | n/a
missing 1 1
Humerus Complete Right | Slight flaking n/a Head, 42mm = F. Length Ad. | F.
300mm = c.159sm
Shaft & Left | 2 fragments of B3
distal the same bone, B4
epiphysis weathered 2 1

3 Brothwell, 1981
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Bone | Segment | Side | Condition [ Unit | Analysis [ Age | Sex | CT [ NMI

Not possible to conclusively match up right and left side humerus

Ulna Shaft Left | 2 fragments of B3 Ad. | n/a
the same bone,
both epiphyses
missing,
weathered 1 1
Radius Proximal 5 | Left | Damage to head B3 Ad. | n/a
& radial
tuberosity 1 1
MC 3rd, Left | Flaked B3 Ad. | n/a
proximal %5
4", shaft Left | Flaked B3
Unknown ? Flaked n/a
shaft 3 1
Upper Proximal ? Damage to all n/a Ad. | n/a
phalanges epiphyses, B3
flaking 3 1
Os coxa Ilium & Left | Damaged n/a Acetabulum & greater 35- | F.
ischium sciatic notch = F?; 40
auricular surface & pre-
auricular sulcus = F.
Auricular surface = 35-45 1 1
Femur Proximal 5 | Left | Damage to head n/a Ad. | n/a
& greater
trochanter,
weathered. 1 1
Left os coxa and femur articulate
Tibia Shaft ? 5 very small n/a One proximal epiphysis Ad. | n/a
fragments of B2 has grade 1 increased
tibial shaft and B3 porosity
proximal
epiphysis,
weathered. 5 1
Fibula Distal %3 Right | Flaked B3 Ad. | n/a
Shaft Left | Both epiphyses n/a
missing,
weathered 2 1
Tarsals Talus Left | Flaked B3 Ad. | n/a 1 1
MT 2nd Right | Damage to both Bl Ad. | n/a
epiphyses,
weathered
Left | Damage to both B2
epiphyses,
weathered
5t Right | Shaft only B3
Left | Distal /5 Bl 4 1
Not possible to match up right and left 2", but right and left 5" appear to match up.
Lower Proximal ? Flaked B3 Ad. | n/a
phalange ™ 1 1
Unidentified ? ? 28 fragments, n/a
fragments 18gr. In weight B1
B3
TOTAL 59 1

28




