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Summary 

This is a preliminary report on the 2013 field season at Skuggi. The 2013 Skuggi 

midden and structural excavations are a continuation of work started there in 2008 

and 2009. In a continued effort to investigate the long term Eyjafjörður Human 

Ecodynamics, an international team cooperated in carrying out a program of survey, 

coring, and small scale test excavation on selected sites in the Eyjafjörður region in 

North Iceland. This past season saw the team picking up from where they had left 

off after completion of the initial Gásir Hinterlands Project (GHP) which was part of 

a planned multi-season collaborative investigation of the hinterlands surrounding 

the medieval seasonal trading center at Gásir, partially funded by a NSF 

International Polar Year (IPY) grant (ARC 0732327), and largely made possibly by 

a NSF Dissertation Improvement Grant (ARC 0809033) to Harrison, and by 

Fornminjasjóður (the Icelandic University Research Grant) to Roberts. Prior work at 

Gásir indicated that this medieval (ca. AD 1250 ï 1400) trading center was 

provisioned from a wide economic catchment area and that investigations needed to 

be extended to include the surrounding landscape (e.g., Roberts 2009, 2010; 

Harrison 2010, 2013; Harrison et al. 2008, Vésteinsson 2011). Work conducted in 

2013 was supported by a US NSF Comparative Island Ecodynamics Project (CIE) 

grant (ARC 1202692).  
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Excavation crew: Aaron Kendall, Brenda Prehal, Howell M. Roberts, Konrad 

Smiarowski, Michael Nielsen, Norie Manigault, Ramona Harrison, and Sant-Mukh 

Khalsa.  
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Figure 1. Map of Iceland, locating the Eyjafjörður and Hörgárdalur sites investigated as part 

of the larger regional project, including Skuggi and Staðartunga (Map Source: Gísli Pálsson, 

FSÍ). 

 

Introduction  

The aims of the 2013 Skuggi and Staðartunga excavations were: 

1. to continue excavation work at Skuggi Trench 1, where the extent of the structure 

was to be defined. 

2. to locate and test other structures at Skuggi for use and chronology of those 

features that presumably were more recent in time than the structure discovered in 

TR1; 

3. to investigate the cultural remains observed in the small midden mound at 

Staðartunga.  

 The team managed to locate all four walls and corners of the structure in 

TR1 and stratigraphically excavated the extended area to match up with the various 

occupation phases established through radiocarbon analysis on terrestrial mammal 

bone and the existent tephra chronology. Animal bones from the midden basal 

layers inside the structure and sampled in 2009 were AMS C14 dated to as early as 

ca. AD 970. According to the dated archaeofauna from the midden upper layers, use 

of this particular area at Skuggi ended some time during the 12th century AD (AMS 

Staðartunga 

Skuggi 
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C14 dated to ca. AD 1208 for latest activity). All currently available archaeological 

materials are sealed by a H1300 tephra layer and most also by a H1104 layer. 

Though it is not strictly contemporaneous with the Gásir archaeofauna, the Skuggi 

cultural remains provide valuable insight into the dynamics of small-scale farming 

and possibly the eventual wool surplus production development between the 10th 

and 12th centuries (Harrison 2013). One remarkable artifact recovered from the 

midden deposits just north and outside of the structure seems to be a part of a 

Viking Age folding scale, made from copper alloy ï likely bronze (finds 

number:SKÖ-13-37-353, context [546]). This is one out of only few scales 

recovered from Iceland, and is very well provenienced. This part of the Skuggi 

cultural remains as well as all other finds and environmental samples from Skuggi 

and Staðartunga are currently under analysis. Terrestrial mammal bones from 

context [546] are currently analyzed for AMS C14 dates. 

 

Figure 2. Skuggi TR1, Arms of a folding scale recovered from context [546], finds number: 

SKÖ-13-37-353; measurements in cm. (Picture: Harrison). 

 

 Most of the work not related to Skuggi TR1 was carried out by secondï

phase investigations involving systematic coring (using a tube-type Oakfield soil 

corer) to locate probable midden deposits and investigate them through small scale 
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trenches to test conditions of preservation and document possible tephra.  This field 

report provides a preliminary overview as a result of this regional second-phase 

survey investigation. The authors plan for a full post-excavation report and ensuing 

monograph following the 2014 field season which will be the final field season 

sponsored by CIE grant money. 

 

Excavations 

SKUGGI, SKÖ 2013-37; EY-215:009 

65Á39.743ôN, 18Á28.782ôW, 170 m elev (WGS 84) 

E523916, N573958, Z104m.asl (ISN93) 

Skuggi is located up-slope from the road down in Hörgá Valley. At an elevation of 

104m above sea level, it is a 10 minute walk from Skuggabrú, the bridge leading the 

road across the Hörgá. The slope levels out slightly in the area of the archeological 

ruins, but just south of it continues again uphill to Staðartunguháls, a peak 

belonging to the mountain range dividing Öxnadalur from Hörgárdalur. 

The survey plan in fig. 4 outlines two structural remains and a potential midden 

observed at Skuggi during the 2004 Hörgárdalur survey (Hreiðarsdóttir and 

Pétursdóttir 2008, 232, cropped by RH). The midden labeled C may be 

contemporaneous with at least one of the visible ruins. Mound C´s partial 

excavation has resulted in TR 1 and the discovery of at least one structure below the 

series of household refuse layers which may have accumulated over a 250 year time 

span.  
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Figure 3. The Skuggi site on the right of the picture, facing ENE. On the left, and across the 

Hörgá river, the Oddstaðir site is indicated. (Picture: Harrison). 

 

 This picture demonstrates the steep sloped mountain location of the Skuggi 

site. According the animal bone analysis (e.g., Harrison 2013) and the recovered 

finds and structural remains, this site was of relatively low status. Investigating the 

structures indicated as A and B in the survey plan may help to better understand the 

reason for this site´s existence, its settlement chronology, and the prevailing 

environmental conditions at time of settlement and thereafter. 

 

Figure 4. Survey map of Skuggi ruins A, B and midden C where TR 1 was placed 

(Hreiðarsdóttir and Pétursdóttir 2008, 232). 
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Trench 1 (TR1) 

  In 2013, the midden site in Trench 1 was extended to allow for further 

collection of more substantial faunal materials, but also to reveal the Viking Age 

structure containing these materials (for more detail on the original Skuggi TR1, see 

Harrison 2010). 

  
Figure 5. Beginning of the season, TR1 as of 2009, and extended for 2013; picture facing North 

(Photo: Harrison and Roberts). 

 

At the end of the 2009 field season, Trench 1 (TR1) at Skuggi had been emptied of 

all midden materials and revealed the walls of a structure. The team had taken great 

care to not damage this wall and to also keep the floor layers covered as to not 

influence preservation of organic materials contained in the floor layers (Harrison 

2010). In 2013, the team extended this trench to a total of 36 m2 (6 m by 6 m) to 

locate the entire extent of the structure. The extended trench area was excavated in 

the single-context method and the team came down to the same phase as that from 

the original trench. Artifact and environmental materials are currently under 

analysis. The Skuggi finds are listed in appendix I, the faunal samples in appendix, 

registers of contexts, environmental samples, and faunal samples are listed in 

appendix V.  

The Skuggi Harris Matrix in appendix III  will put the information in better context. 

 


