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and judgmental coring did not prove effective at finding the midden. In several 

areas, all around the structure, we evidently cored through old spoil heaps (soft, 

empty feeling when inserting the core and uniform/lack of clear stratigraphy) that 

had been spread down slope by wind and water. Since the spoil heaps contained 

organic material from the occupation phases, the grass grew better there but 

conditions of organic preservation were not good. We did not encounter any 

midden material at this site. The core readings were shallow, only ca. 50 cm 

deep, including ca. 20 cm of windblown silt at the top. It is possible that this site 

was mainly managed as a seasonal shieling rather than a full farm (like those of 

roughly contemporary shieling/ sel sites in Iceland), and the midden may not 

have ever contained much bone debris. This site seems to have very limited 

potential for further zooarchaeological investigation.  

 

 
Figure 20.   Ø70 the Mountain Farm. The excavated structure and the remains of the spoil heaps 
and stone cairns resulting from these excavations.    
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Ø72 (N 60.82618352, W 45.31681356)  
 
This middle-sized inland farm was only briefly surveyed and cored by the author. 

The main dwelling is located on a south sloping hill, and it was expected that the 

midden residue had been rolling downhill from the main entrance located on this 

side. There are areas of lush vegetation there, but series of coring transects did 

not locate the midden. Judgmental coring was employed, and finally a small 

midden was found on the northern (back) side of the building. It is not evident 

from the ruin remains, but there might have been another door on that side. The 

midden was shallow (ca. 44 cm deep, including 10 cm of silt at the top), and did 

not extend over a large area (only about 2x2 meters). This site has little potential 

for midden exploitation, and the logistics of getting to this very remote place 

without a helicopter are very difficult.  

 

 
Figure 21. Ø72 Farm mound seen from the west.  
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Ø75  Taseq Ammalortoq (N 60.504872, W 45.132113) 
 
This inland site is unique among the sites investigated during this project in 

Vatnahverfi area.  It comprises of three dwelling structures clearly visible in the 

topography of the terrain, that are located within 25-50 meters from one another, 

and a number of associated farm buildings. The dwellings are placed on similarly 

low altitude on a gently south sloping side of a mountain. This site overlooks a 

river that flows from a small lake to the S-W of the site, towards another lake 

(Taseq Ammalortoq) in the east. The three dwellings are very similar to each 

other and it is probable that they are contemporary. Since there is not much flat 

terrain around them for a prosperous home field, it is possible that these were 

shielings belonging to different farms, and functioning at the same time.  The 

coring exercise aimed at locating and assessing the middens associated with 

these dwellings found that the middens are spread out, shallow, and their 

accumulation was probably not as intense as at a average Norse farm.  This 

further suggests that the site was a shieling rather than a full time farm site. 

  

 
Figure 22.  Ø75 (Møller and Madsen 2006a). 
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For the purpose of the survey and this report, the dwellings were named 

according to their location: Western Dwelling, Middle Dwelling, and Eastern 

Dwelling.  It was suspected for all of them, that most of the midden material 

would be located down slope, on the southern side of the structures.  This area 

had pronounced topography of terrain and much more green and lush vegetation 

than anywhere else. Nonetheless, cores were also drilled north, east, and west of 

all dwellings to make sure that was the case. Coring exercise proved our earlier 

assumption to be the truth, and the only midden material detected at this site was 

in fact on southern (down slope) side of the dwellings, located approximately 4-5 

meters south of the visible ruins.  All the cores drilled had revealed heavy 

deposits of windblown silt over the whole site that ranged from 8cm to over 40cm 

thick. 

 
The midden associated with the eastern structure was located ca. 5 meters down 

slope from the remnants of southern wall. It was approximately only 20-25cm 

thick and located under 20-28 cm of windblown silt. The midden layer consisted 

of small amounts of charcoal that reflected human activity, spots of decomposed 

organic material, and very little white burned bone specs.  This midden is not 

recommended for zooarchaeological excavation.  

 
The middle dwelling is located approximately 50 meters west of the eastern one.   

In the cores taken in the most promising places on the northern side, we only 

recorded some structural turf collapse mixed with little charcoal, but no clear 

evidence for midden deposits.  Approximately 4 meters south of the dwelling, a 

midden was found sloping ca. 16 m south towards the river. In the deepest part 

(ca. 5 m south from dwelling), the midden was 87cm deep, and thinned down 

slope to 34cm at the 16 meter mark. The cores closer to the building (ca. 4-10m 

from the dwelling wall) produced the richest, although poorly preserved evidence 

of organic preservation (unburned bone), as well as burned bone, and gray ash 

indicating proper midden deposits. All this strata was located under 16cm of 

windblown silt in the northern part of midden, to 42cm of the same silt down 

slope. 
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 Figure 23. Middle dwelling looking south, towards the river.  

 

Cores taken on northern side of the western dwelling (located ca. 20 meters from 

the middle dwelling) only revealed 30-45 cm deep deposits of windblown sand, 

under which an orange-brown sandy silt substrate, that underlies the whole site 

was found. As in previous two dwellings, the midden associated with this building 

was located south, and extended for 10 meters down slope. The midden layers 

were only15-25 cm deep and did not contain preserved organic materials. There 

were some large charcoal fragments present, but no bone remains at all. 

The poor organic preservation at this site may be partially attributed to the 

leaching of such materials with water running down slope towards the river, 

especially during spring snowmelt. The gravel moraine located immediately 

under the sandy silt underlying the whole site is definitely a factor further 

contributing to leaching at this site. There is no potential for recovery of a well-

preserved zooarchaeological collection from this site. 
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Ø168  Zucerip Tasia (N 60.521623, W 45.124248) 
 
The site is located on a flat plateau near the northwestern shore of Lake Zucerip 

Tasia. There is a large dwelling with several rooms visible on the surface at this 

site. Large area with lush vegetation and earth lumps just southwest to the 

dwelling is a classic example of middens recognizable in topography of the 

terrain. The site area is flat and it seems that there has not been much 

disturbance on the site since Norse abandonment. The earth lumps mentioned 

before are midden dump areas, which seem to be in situ since Norse deposition. 

Several cores were drilled in all directions around the building to confirm the 

midden location. The midden was located SW from the dwelling and cores 

resulted with some well and poorly preserved bone fragments. The greatest 

thickness of the midden deposits encountered was 99cm, located under ca.38 

cm of windblown silt. Single fragment of wood and a piece of birch bark were 

identified in a context with charcoal, in one of the cores.  

 

The mixed signals of good and poor bone preservation, especially the preserved 

wood, leads author to believe that this midden may have a good potential to 

generate a bone collection.  Further investigating with a small test trench, to 

asses the preservation condition is advised for this site.  Although the logistics of 

large-scale excavation on this site may be difficult, a 2-3 person survey team 

should be able to make small-scale test trench excavation (1m x1m) and asses 

the preservation conditions.  
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Figure 24.  Ø168 is located on the plateau.  
 
 
 
Ø66’ - Dwelling located on eastern side of the stream at Igaliku Kujalleq  
(N 60.533340, W 45.160067) 
 

This dwelling is located ca. 450 meters east of the main Norse farm complex at 

Ø66 (see fig. 25).  This site, interpreted as a possible Norse dwelling, is located 

very close to a modern day farm. It is partially included in a fenced off home field 

area of a modern farm, where most of the dwelling room depressions are visible 

on the surface.  The modern farmer had filled several of these with sheep 

manure and planted rhubarb in some of them crating a kind of garden (fig. 26). 

After looking into one of these depressions, and cleaning off a bit of a profile from 

under the angelica plants overgrowing it, we observed a possible midden 

deposit, full of charcoal and few bone fragments. This is not clear if it actually is 

Norse refuse, as it may represent modern garbage dump, as at Ø66. We decided 

to core around the structure to find any surviving midden deposits.  
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Figure 25. Location of Norse sites at Igaliku Kujalleq. 
 
 
 

A series of cores NW of the structure revealed a thin ca. 17-47 cm charcoal rich 

layer testifying to human activity, under 45-60 cm of sterile windblown silt. Only 

two white burned bone fragments were noticed, and no unburned bone or other 

organic material traces.  

 

Other possible midden area was located SE of the dwelling. Transect, and 

judgmental coring in this area showed even less human activity than N of the 

structure. Here a dark, charcoal rich bands disrupted by windblown silt deposition 

events were only ca. 5cm thick, and did not contain any preserved bone or 

organic material. This site does not seem to have much potential for further 

zooarchaeological excavation.  
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Figure 26. The other dwelling at Igaliku Kujalleq. Note the rhubarb and angelica plants growing on 
top of the ruin, in the depressions that possibly indicate separate rooms of the dwelling.  
 
 
 
Conclusions 
 

While many archaeological midden deposits at Norse sites in Vatnahverfi Region 

are poorly preserved, few of them may still prove productive in generating a well-

stratified, zooarchaeological collection. Sites such as Ø169, Ø67, and Ø168 have 

potential, but need to be tested with a small excavation trench. Other sites 

mentioned have poor, to non-existent organic midden preservation. Ø66 may 

prove to be a large midden with good preservation, but it would requite a large 

effort, and numerous team to conduct excavations there. Even with all such 

effort, this would be a gamble, and the results may be similar to our excavation at 

Ø68 and Ø64.  A table with immediate results of the midden assessments, and 

some immediate recommendations is presented below.  The preservation is 
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judged on a scale: good/fair/poor/none, and the maximum midden depth includes 

the windblown silt deposited since farm abandonment. Farms Ø71N and Ø71S 

were cored, but the extensive excavations by Christen Vebaek, and limited time 

spent at that site by the author, lead to inconclusive results summarized in the 

table.  

 

Site 
Code 

Locality Name GPS 
Coordinates 

Maximum 
Depth 
from the 
Surface 

Preservation 
Condition 

Recommen
dation 

Ø64 Innoqqasaq N 60.550331,  
W 45.152323 

71 cm Poor No further midden 
excavation 

Ø68 Timerliit N 60.86369061, 
W 45.29716462 

130 cm Poor No further midden 
excavation 

Ø66 Igaliku Kujalleq N 60.89275938, 
W 45.27507923 

Uncertain Uncertain Large scale 
excavation at high 
risk 

Ø66' Igaliku Kujalleq N 60.533340,  
W 45.160067 

107 cm Poor No further midden 
excavation 

Ø169  N 60.88492256, 
W 45.30997611 

85 cm Fair Testing with small 
trench 

Ø67 Quorlortukasik N 60.85399141, 
W 45.30485761 

Uncertain, 
at least 
80cm 

Fair Testing with small 
trench 

Ø69  Timerliit N 60.85399141, 
W 45.30485761 

115 cm Poor No further midden 
excavation 

Ø70 Mountain Farm N 60.504697,  
W 45.172999 

40 cm None No further midden 
excavation 

Ø72  N 60.82618352, 
W 45.31681356 

44 cm Poor No further midden 
excavation 

Ø75 Taseq 
Ammalortoq 

N 60.504872,  
W 45.132113 

103 cm Poor No further midden 
excavation 

Ø168 Zucerip Tasia N 60.521623,  
W 45.124248 

137 cm Fair to Good Testing with small 
trench 

Ø71N Saqqaa N 60.8480799, 
W 45.36820435 

Not Found Uncertain More coring and 
Testing with small 
trench 

Ø71S Saqqaa N 60.84751303, 
S 45.36883953 

Not Found Uncertain More coring and 
Testing with small 
trench 
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