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Biography
I completed a BA in Archaeology in Université Laval, Québec, Canada, in 2006, and obtained a MA degree at the same university in 2009. My MA research project was done under the supervision of Drs. Allison Bain and James Woollett. It employed archaeoentomology, the use of insect remains in archaeological interpretation, as a means to reconstruct living conditions and daily activities at the site of Vatnsfjörður in northwest Iceland. 
I have recently completed a PhD in Archaeology at the University of Aberdeen, under the supervision of Dr. Karen Milek and Prof. Andrew Dugmore (U. Edinburgh). My doctoral research project aimed at testing the potential of archaeoentomology to contribute to a better understanding of the processes by which life-ways in rural Iceland changed in recent times and eventually became ‘modernised’. As part of this project, I examined modern and ethno-historical insect faunas from farm buildings (sheep houses, haybarns and eiderdown stores and processing places), as well as old turf buildings, to provide guidance for the interpretation of insect remains recovered from archaeological deposits. I also explored the implications of insects faunas recovered from Þverá, Hornbrekka and Vatnsfjörður in terms of these sites’ involvement in globalised trade networks and in the dissemination of improvement ideas in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Aims for NABO Meeting

This meeting will be an opportunity for me to disseminate the results of my doctoral research to the wider community of North Atlantic scholars for the first time. I hope my participation will help to promote archaeoentomology as a useful approach not only for the reconstruction of past ecological conditions, activity and hygiene on individual sites, but also for the exploration of the wide and complex issues of social change, globalisation and modernisation. 
