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This paper summarizes the main results of a PhD project that sought to explore the potential of insect remains in contributing to a better understanding of the processes by which life-ways in rural Iceland came to be modernized. Three 19th- and early 20th-century farm sites located in northern Iceland have been examined from the archaeoentomological point of view: Hornbrekka, Vatnsfjörður and Þverá. The results suggest that insect remains could be used to clarify the timing and processes by which (1) Iceland and individual sites became involved in international trade networks, (2) farming became modernized and (3) people’s attitudes and practices towards sanitation changed over time. It highlights what could be gained from the integration of achaeoentomological analyses in future archaeological research projects aiming to examine the material manifestations of modernity in Iceland and beyond.  

