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In Iceland there are over 1000 locations known as “burial” sites. In the majority of cases the remains of cemeteries from the pagan (pre AD 1000), or Catholic periods (pre AD 1550) have been uncovered at these sites. The identification of a good number of other (alleged) burial places is based on folklore or place-names. However, there is an important number of genuine stray finds of human skeletal remains, found in various locations, which remain little known, and as a result, are generally left out in Icelandic burial studies.
In recent years, the authors have searched for and mapped out the locations of these bone finds, and observed them in contrast to new topographic evidence of cemetery location from all periods. The initial results demonstrate that these burial remains do not form a homogeneous group but they do generate a number of questions: Are they indicative of a hitherto unknown burial tradition? Can they be dated to the pagan period or to Christian times? At the current stage of research, there is an emerging pattern: Whilst many of the bone finds are the remains of unknown but genuine pagan or Christian grave fields, there are a number of cases which seem to point to deviant burial practices at all times in Icelandic history.
