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Biography
I studied history at the University of Iceland and the University of Copenhagen, with a Ph.d. from Copenhagen in 1997. The Ph.d. was a survey of Icelandic peasant society in the period 1300-1550, with emphasis on land use, agricultural systems, manorial organisation and class relations. In 1988-1993 I was one of two main contributors and editors of the Icelandic Historical Atlas, a 3 volume work covering the history of Iceland. In 1996-2000 I did post-doc research on the effects of the strengthening of central state power in Iceland after the reformation in 1550. From 1997 I was involved with a group of scholars organizing what is now the ReykjavikAcademy. After 2000 I have been active as an independent scholar, writing and teaching courses. In 2005 started writing an agricultural history of Iceland, the first of its kind. It will appear in four volumes later this year, of which I author two. 

Aims for NABO Meeting

The collaboration of scholars from various disciplines in a project called Inscribing Environmental Memory is now under way. Here environmental memory in Icelandic medieval literature is surveyed from a variety of angles. There are literary scholars, environmental historians, anthropologists, environmental philosphers, archeologists and others participating. I have been working in the field of environmental history and will be discussing my work in relation to this project. This collaboration will have separate meetings to the main NABO meetings, which I will also attend with interest.

