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The Vatnahverfi – or ‘Lake District’ as the Norse word translates – formed part of the most densely settled and intensively farmed heartland of the medieval Norse Eastern Settlement in South Greenland. Since 2005 precision site surveys and various archaeological and environmental investigations have been carried out in the Vatnahverfi by the Danish National Museum and NABO. This paper presents an overview of these investigations and a dataset that today comprises 124 Norse sites and some 1000 individual ruins. The dataset shows that Norse settlement in the Vatnahverfi was – although constituting a core settlement area – still fairly dispersed and highly dependent upon extensive use of the landscape, i.e. moving to and from pastures and resources that were equally dispersed over a vast landscape. New dates suggest that settlement expanded quickly, but seems to have retracted already by the first part of the 13th century A.D. However, the latter proposition needs to be substantiated by more dates, thereby opening for a concluding discussion of future research in the region.
