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Biography
I am a physical geographer with research interests centred on tephrochronology and human-environment interactions, mainly in Iceland.   I am particularly interested in the use of tephra layers as tools to help identify environmental change and human-environment interactions.  Tephrochronology, particularly in Iceland, provides opportunities to study landscape change at fine temporal resolution and enables us to connect landscape units and archaeological sites in a way not possible elsewhere. I have been involved with NABO since the mid 1990’s and have developed and maintain the NABO websites and Project Management System.  The latter allows researchers to upload details about their projects to the system and display locations of webmap and include content such as reports, data and links to other related resources (e.g. papers and websites).  I also developed the Global Human Ecodynamic Alliance (www.gheahome.org) website and database system.  Tephrabase, a website developed in the 1990’s is still one of the few tephrochronological databases available on the web.

Aims for NABO Meeting

I am keen to further develop the use of tephrochronology in understanding landscape change and, in particular with regard to NABO, the interactions of people with physical environment.  Tephra layers provide more than simple chronological information and can help us to understand the type of environments they were deposited on.  I would also like to see further development of the NABO digital tools and would like to discuss how the NABO community would like these to develop in the future.  Philippa Ascough and I are particularly keen to develop an archaeological isotopes tool, which will aid the mapping, comparison, visualisation and sharing of this emerging and important data resource.
